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Movement that inspires 


Sabarimala: Online 
booking only this yr 
THIRUVANANTHAPU- 
RAM: As the annual 
Mandalam-Makaravi- 
lakku pilgrimage season 
is just a month away in 
Sabarimala, the Kerala 
government said pil- 
grims would be permit- 
ted through online book- 
ing only this year and 
darshan would be en- 
sured to a maximum of 
80,000 people a day. pr 


Major glitch hits 
IndiGo operations 


NEW DELHI: Low-cost 
airline major IndiGo on 
Saturday experienced a 
major network outage, 
disrupting flight opera- 
tions and ground serv- 
ices across the nation. 
The glitch left several air 
travellers stranded 
across airports. The air- 
line said in a statement 
that they are “currently 
experiencing a tempo- 
rary system slowdown 
across our network, af- 
fecting our website and 
booking system.” 
BUSINESS PAGE 8 


Navratri: Muslim 
youth beaten up 


KANPUR: A Muslim 
youth was allegedly 
beaten up by members 
of the VHP and Bajrang 
Dal here at a Navratri-re- 
lated event. The incident 
happened on Friday at 
Lajpat Bhavan in Swa- 
roop Nagar when private 
guards and volunteer 
staff were checking the 
visitors’ identities to 
prevent any non-Hindus 
from entering the venue, 
police said. Police 
lodged an FIR against 
unidentified men for as- 
saulting the youth. pri 


Israel steps up 
assault on Lebanon 


TEL AVIV: Israel ex- 
panded its bombard- 
ment in Lebanon on Sat- 
urday, hitting Beirut’s 
southern suburbs with a 
dozen airstrikes and 
striking a Palestinian 
refugee camp deep in 
the north for the first 
time as it targeted both 
Hezbollah and Hamas 
fighters. Tens of thou- 
sands of people in 
Lebanon continued to 
flee the widening con- 
flict in the region. 
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CHICKEN RATES 
IN HYDERABAD 


sone RS, 114 
Retail live.. w. Rs, 136 
With skin... ww. Rs, 197 
Skinless este RS. 224 
Egg Rates (12 eggs) esses Rs. 72 


cheated 


Makes hilarious 
revelations in a video 


shared by Netflix 


Congress likely 


to bag Haryana 


Exit polls give an edge to NC-Congress in J&K 


PTI 
NEW DELHI 


Several exit polls predicted 
a clear majority for the 
Congress in Haryana and 
gave an edge to its alliance 
with the National Confer- 
ence in Jammu and Kash- 
mir with the regional part- 
ner emerging as the single 
largest party. 

‘Dainik Bhaskar’ pre- 
dicted the Congress getting 
44-54 seats and the BJP 15- 
29 seats in the 90-member 
Haryana Assembly. The 
Republic-Matrize poll put 
the Congress tally even 
higher at 55-62 seats as 
against the BJP’s 18-24. 

In Jammu and Kashmir, 
the C-Voter-India Today 
survey put the National 
Conference-Congress _al- 
liance at 40-48 seats and 
the BJP at 27-32 seats in the 
90-member Assembly of 
the union Territory. Dainik 
Bhaskar pegged the NC- 
Congress alliance at 35-40 
and the BJP at 20-25 in 
Jammu and Kashmir. 


Congress’ Vinesh Phogat and her mother show their inked fingers 
after voting at a polling station at Balali village. — Photo:PTI 


Pollsters' Predictions 


JAMMU & KASHMIR (SEATS: 90; HALFWAY MARK: 46) 


Source | BJP 
India Today-C Voter | 27-32 
Dainik Bhaskar : 20-25 


NDTVPollofPolls | 27 


: Cong+NC PDP : OTH 
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India Today-C Voter 20-28 50-58 
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Will not tolerate foul-mouthed 
attacks, KTR warns Revanth 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Coming down heavily on 
the Congress government 
for cheating the people in 
the State, BRS working pres- 
ident KT Rama Rao on Sat- 
urday warned that the days 
were not far when Chief 
Minister A Revanth Reddy 
would have to incur the ire 
of the general public. 

He would not be able to 
escape the wrath of the 
farming community that 
had borne the brunt of his 
misrule, he said while ad- 


dressing a Mahadharna by 
farmers at Kandukur here. 
Making it clear that foul- 
mouthed attacks targeting 
the BRS leadership would 
no longer be tolerated, 
Rama Rao said he would file 
a defamation case soon 
against the Chief Minister. 
His Cabinet colleague, who 
ventured to talk ill about 
him, also would not be 
spared until she tendered an 
unconditional apology. Be- 
sides a civil defamation 
case, a criminal case would 
also be filed against her. The 
BRS leadership did not yield 


Seer’s remarks 


spark row, mob 
attacks Maha PS 


AMRAVATI 


Controversial priest Yati 
Narsinghanand has been 
booked again for hate 
speech after he allegedly 
made objectionable  re- 
marks against Prophet 
Muhammad that sparked 
protests in the Ghaziabad 
district of Uttar Pradesh 
and other States. 

His aides claimed on Sat- 
urday that he had been de- 
tained in Ghaziabad but 
there was no official word 
on it. A large crowd had 
gathered outside the Dasna 
Devi temple in the district 
where he presides to 
protest against him on Fri- 
day night after videos of his 
inflammatory remarks ap- 
peared online, following 
which security was stepped 
up around the premises. Po- 
lice complaints were filed in 
several States, including in 
Telangana. An FIR was reg- 
istered against the priest in 
Maharashtra’s Amravati 
city, which saw violent 
protests against his remarks 
outside the Nagpuri Gate 
police station in which 21 
police personnel were in- 


CASE BOOKED 
IN NAMPALLY 


HYDERABAD: The Nampally 
police registered a case 
against Ghaziabad-based 
Saint Yati Narsinganand for al- 
legedly making blasphemous 
remarks against Prophet Mo- 
hammed during a program 
me. The case was booked 
under Section 196(1), 299, 
351 (2), 352 of BNS. Congress 
leader Mohammed Perwaiz 
Khan alias Rashed Khan 
lodged the complaint on 
Friday. (SEE PAGE 2) 


jured and 10 police vans 
were damaged during stone 
pelting by a mob on Friday 
night, according to officials. 
A case under BNS sec- 
tions 299 (deliberate and 
malicious acts, intended to 
outrage religious feelings of 
any class by insulting its re- 
ligion or religious beliefs), 
302 (intentionally uttering 
words to deliberately 
wound the religious senti- 
ments of another person), 
197 (actions that harm na- 
tional integration) and oth- 
ers was registered against 
Yati Narsinghanand. 
(RELATED REPORTS PAGE 3) 


to the threats of even Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. 
There would be no question 
of being cowed down by the 
tactics of Revanth, he said. 
Pointing out that right 
from the Chief Minister to 
the Industries Minister, 
everyone in the government 
had gone on record that the 
Pharma City project was 
scrapped, he said Congress 
leaders assured farmers that 
the 14,000 acres of land ac- 
quired by BRS government 
over a seven-year period for 
the project would be re- 
turned to them. (SEE PAGE 2) 
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Girl raped, killed in Bengal; 
villagers torch police outpost 


KOLKATA 


The body of a 10-year-old 
girl, allegedly raped and 
murdered, was found in 
West Bengal’s South 24 Par- 
ganas district on Saturday 
after which locals torched a 
police outpost and vadalised 
vehicles parked there, a sen- 
ior officer said. Police said 
one person has been ar- 
rested in connection with 
the rape and murder inci- 
dent. 

Villagers said the girl had 
been missing since Friday 
evening and the police “did 
not act on their complaint 
immediately”. After the 
body of the girl was recov- 
ered by locals from a marshy 
land in Jaynagar area on Sat- 
urday morning, a mob 


torched the Mahismari po- 
lice outpost and pelted po- 
licemen with stones. They 


also vandalised several vehi- 
cles parked outside the out- 
post and the policemen 
were forced to leave the 
premises, a senior officer 
said. A huge police force 
was sent to the area and tear 


lodging the FIR and as a re- 
sult, valuable time was lost 
in tracing the girl,” a family 
member of the girl claimed. 

Superintendent of Police, 
Baruipur Police District, 
Palash Chandra Dhali said, 


We lodged a complaint at the Mahismari outpost but 
police refused to convert it into an FIR and did not act 
on the complaint immediately, say victim’s kin 


gas shells were fired to dis- 
perse the mob which tried to 
confine the SDPO and other 
senior personnel at the spot. 
“The family members of the 
girl lodged a complaint at 
the Mahismari outpost in 
the area but the police re- 
fused to convert it into an 
FIR and did not act on the 
complaint immediately. 
They insisted we go to Joy- 
nagar police station for 


“We will ensure that the cul- 
prit gets capital punishment. 
We have supported the fam- 
ily throughout and the probe 
started even before the FIR 
was lodged.” The police re- 
sponded in the “same man- 
ner” as they did after the 
body of a woman doctor was 
found at R G Kar hospital in 
August, another villager al- 
leged. “We will continue 
with our agitation till all 


FINAL TOUCHES 


those accused in the rape 
and murder of our minor 
daughter are arrested and 
convicts are punished. We 
also demand action against 
those who responded to the 
complaint late, which might 
have resulted in her death. 
Had the police acted 
promptly, the girl could 
have been rescued,” Ganesh 
Dolui, a villager, said. 

Dhali, however, said the 
action was taken immedi- 
ately after the complaint was 
received and an accused was 
arrested in connection with 
the alleged rape and murder 
of the girl. “After lodging the 
complaint at 9 pm on Friday, 
police swung into action and 
arrested an accused this 
morning after an initial 
probe. Investigation is un- 
derway and we are with the 
family of the deceased,” the 
officer added. pti 


An artisan paints an idol of Goddess Durga in Nadia district, West Bengal, on Saturday. — Photo: PTI 
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EAM rules out India-Pak talks 


NEW DELHI 


External Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar on Saturday 
ruled out any India-Pakistan 
dialogue during his upcom- 
ing visit to the neighbouring 
nation for the Shanghai Co- 
operation Organization 
Summit and said that it was 
rather a multi-lateral event. 

Jaishankar acknowledged 
that his visit to Pakistan will 
draw enough media atten- 


tion, given the nature of the 
relationship between both 
nations but clarified that 
this was not intended for 
any talks but rather necessi- 
tated by the ‘compulsions’ 
of SCO Summit. 

“It (visit) will be for a 
multilateral event. I’m not 
going there to discuss India- 
Pakistan relations. I’m going 
there to be a good member 
of the SCO,” he said at the 
sidelines of an event in the 


national capital. “But, you 
know, since I’m a courteous 
and civil person, I will be- 
have myself accordingly,” 
he added. Pakistan is host- 
ing the SCO Council of 
Heads of Government 
(CHG) meeting on October 
15 and 16. Further elaborat- 
ing on his visit, the External 
Affairs Minister said, “I am 
scheduled to go to Pakistan 
in the middle of this month.” 

(SEE PAGE 2) 


Man loses Rs 24.58L 
to cyber fraudsters 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


A retired employee from 
Secunderabad was duped of 
Rs 24.58 lakh by cyber 
fraudsters. The victim re- 
ceived a phone call from an 
unidentified person who 
claimed to be an executive 
manager at FedEx. The 
caller informed him that a 


parcel, containing diabetic 
drugs and 100 grams of 
MDMA drug, was dis- 
patched by the victim to 
some person in Iran. The 
fraudster said that their 
company had informed the 
NCB authorities about it and 
the anti-drug trafficking 
agency would follow it up 
with him as a case was regis- 
tered in Mumbai. (SEE PAGE 2) 


Anti-naxal op in Chhattisgarh biggest in 24 years 


STATE BUREAU 
Kothagudem 


Friday’s exchange of fire be- 
tween the CPI (Maoist) 
party and security personnel 
in Chhattisgarh, in which 31 
naxalites were killed in the 
forests of Nendur -Thulath 
uli in south Abujhmad area 
on the borders of Narayan- 
pur-Dantewada districts on 
Friday, is said to be the big 
gest one in the 24-year his- 
tory of the State of Chhattis- 
garh and among the biggest 
in the anti-extremist opera- 
tions in the country so far. 
Several senior cadres, in- 
cluding Dandakaranya Spe- 
cial Zonal Committee 
(DKSZC) member and east 
Bastar in-charge Niti alias 


in Dantewada, Chhattisgarh on Saturday. — Photo:PTI 


Urmila carrying a bounty of 
25 lakh, were eliminated in a 
single anti-naxal operation. 
As many as 1,500 security 
personnel were said to have 
attacked the Maoist camp 
from all sides during the 48- 


hour operation. The secu- 
rity personnel reached their 
designated spot on motor- 
bikes and jeeps to carry out 
the operation. Speaking to 
the media on Saturday, In- 
spector General of Police, 


Bastar range P Sundarraj, 
said bodies of 18 men and 13 
women naxals were recov- 
ered from different loca- 
tions in the forests. 

Of the 31 dead, 16 were 
identified so far. Divisional 
committee members Suresh 
Salam and Meena Madkam, 
platform party committee 
members (PPCM) Arjun, 
Sundar, Budhram, Sukku, 
Phulo, Basanti, Somo, Jamila 
alias Budhri (PM) of PLGA 
Company 6, Barusur area 
committee member Sohan, 
ACMs Ramder, Suklu alias 
Vijay, Jamli and Sonu Kor- 
ram were those who have 
been identified besides Niti. 

Many members of PLGA 
Company 6 carried a Rs 8 
lakh reward on their heads. 


One LMG rifle, four AK 47 
rifles, six SLR rifles, three 
INSAS rifles, two .303 rifles, 
many other calibre rifles and 
locally fabricated weapons 
were recovered from the en- 
counter spot, Sundarraj said. 
There was a possibility 
that a larger number of nax- 
als were either injured or 
killed in the encounter. A 
joint party of DRG and STF 
from Narayanpur and Dan- 
tewada had left for Govel, 
Nendur, and Thulathuli two 
days ago following informa- 
tion about the presence of 
top naxalites of Niti and 
Kamlesh, the IGP said. Dur- 
ing the ongoing anti-naxal 
campaign, 188 naxalites were 
killed and 706 were arrested 
while 733 had surrendered. 
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FORECAST 
Partly cloudy sky in the 
morning hours becoming 
generally cloudy sky 


HYDERABAD 
Volunteers 


selected 
V 


Six volunteers includ- 
ing three women and 
three men from the Os- 
mania University and 
two volunteers from 
Professor Jayashankar 
Telangana Agricultural 
University have been 
selected for the west 
zone NSS pre Republic 
Day camp. A total of 50 
volunteers from OU 
and nine from agricul- 
ture university took 
part in the selections 
organised at OU ‘A’ 
Grounds. Candidates 
were checked for their 
height followed by run- 
ning and parade prac- 
tice. 


Max. tem: 34.2°C 
Min. tem: 24.0°C 
RH: 73% 
Rainfall: Nil 


HYDERABAD 
Doctorate 


awarded 
NZ 


Buddi Laxmi Narayana, 
a research scholar, has 
been awarded a doc- 
torate in the faculty of 
Environmental Science 
& Technology by the 
JNTU-H for the thesis 
‘Studies on Avian Di- 
versity with Special 
Reference to Foraging 
Ecology of Insectivo- 
rous Birds in Agricul- 
tural Ecosystem of Nal- 
gonda, Telangana’. A 
former student of Ka- 
mareddy Government 
Degree College, 
Narayana completed 
BSc Forestry and MSc 
Wildlife Biology from 
the Bharathidasan Uni- 
versity, Tamil Nadu. 


News from 


HYDERABAD 


End of the road for 
quacks across State 


TSMC conducting raids, special panels set up, 300 FIRs filed 


Que 


MSAI GOPAL 
HYDERABAD 


To curb the practice of 
quackery, the Telangana 
State Medical Council 
(TSMC) has launched a 
major initiative to identify 
unqualified persons who are 
practising allopathy from 
unauthorised clinics, con- 
duct raids on their premises 
and then file FIRs against 
them at the nearest police 
station. 

Ever since the special ini- 
tiative has been launched, 
the TS Medical Council has 
filed nearly 300 FIRs at vari- 
ous locations in Telangana 
against individuals with no 
MBBS degree but continue 
to practise out of clinics and 
other healthcare establish- 
ments. 

Usually, in all the Indian 
States, the task of identify- 
ing and then cracking down 
on quacks is taken up by the 
local Drug Control Admin- 
istration (DCA). However, 
this is the first time in Telan- 
gana State that the members 
of State Medical Council 
have taken the lead and have 
decided to identify and file 
FIRs against quacks. 

At present, both the 
TSDCA and TSMC conduct 
independent raids on un- 
qualified medical practi- 
tioners and file FIRs against 
them. 

To make the initiative 
more effective, the TSMC 
has formed special commit- 
tees, comprising senior of- 
fice bearers, to investigate 
unethical practitioners in 
nursing homes and other 
healthcare institutions. The 
committees also file police 
cases against quacks and 
send notices to them and 
follow up with the local law 
authorities to file a 
chargesheet against such 
individuals. 

“Persons with no MBBS 
degree but managing to 
practise allopathy are a 
great danger not only to pa- 
tients but also for the soci- 


htt 
@ 
age & 
ey a 


oe 
al. 


Ever since the special initiative has been launched, the TS Medical Council has filed nearly 300 
FIRs at various locations across Telangana. 


DCA launches crackdown 


HYDERABAD: For the past 
year or so, the Drug Con- 
trol Administration 
(TSDCA), Telangana 
State, has also launched a 
concerted effort to crack 
down on unqualified indi- 
viduals who practice al- 
lopathy without any MBBS 
degree. 

Between January and 
September, a total of 92 
cases have been initiated 
by the DCA against 
quacks, who also indulge 


Legal standing 


in unlicensed stocking for 
sale of drugs. In Septem- 
ber, raids were conducted 
at 26 different locations 
against quacks and Rs 9.16 
lakh worth of drugs were 
seized for unlicensed 
stocking and illegal sale 
through their outlets, said 
VB Kamalasan Reddy, DG, 
DCA Telangana. The drug 
inspectors detected sev- 
eral higher generation an- 
tibiotics including 
Meropenem, Cefadroxil, 


As per sections 34 and 54 of the National Medical Coun- 
cil Act 2019, unqualified individuals (quacks) face up to 
one year of imprisonment and Rs 5 lakh penalty. The 
Section 54 of the NMC Act, which states that doctors 
who are registered under the local medical council or 
the National Medical Commission (NMC) can practice 
modern medicine, allows the local medical councils like 
Telangana State Medical Council (TSMC) to initiate ac- 
tion against such individuals. 


ety. There is every chance 
of misdiagnosis or a treat- 
ment further complicating 
the health condition of pa- 
tients. 


There is no place for such 
individuals. There are nu- 
merous first-aid centres, 
small clinics and nursing 
homes that are run by un- 


Cefixime, Cefpodoxime, 
Amoxycillin, Ampicillin, 
and also steroids includ- 
ing Hydrocortisone injec- 
tions, Prednisolone, Dex- 
amethasone injections, 
etc. Wholesalers and deal- 
ers supplying medicines 
to such unqualified per- 
sons/unlicensed entities 
are also punishable under 
the Drugs and Cosmetics 
Act. The DCA issues drug 
licences for stocking and 
selling of medicines. 


qualified individuals in 
Telangana. They have 
formed associations and be- 
come quite influential,” 
says Dr. G Srinivas, vice- 
chairman, TSMSC. 

Over the years, the un- 
registered medical practi- 
tioners in Telangana State 
have formed influential as- 
sociations that get a lot of 
patronage from local public 
representatives. As a result, 
sometimes it becomes very 
difficult for the members of 
TSMC to conduct raids and 
register FIRs against such 
individuals. 


A story of evil and hope during WWI 


stories celebrating acts 

of kindness, but the cur- 
rent news cycle makes it 
ever so more appreciated. In 
the new film ‘White Bird’, 
the act is quite significant: A 
family in Nazi-occupied 
France shelters a young 
Jewish girl, whose friends 
and family have all been 
taken away. 

From German director 
Marc Forster, ‘White Bird’ is 
ahandsome adaptation of RJ 
Palacio’s graphic novel 
aimed at young adults. It’s 


I: never a bad time for 


Continental 
Hospitals bags 


excellence award 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Continental Hospitals has 
been awarded the Best 
Hospital Excellence Award 
at the valedictory function 
of the G-SPARC 2024, held 
at Shilpakala Vedika, Hy- 
derabad. The hospital was 
recognised for its excel- 
lence in infection preven- 
tion and control (IPC) and 
antimicrobial stewardship 
(AMS), marking a signifi- 
cant achievement in its 
commitment to imple- 
menting world-class 
healthcare standards, a 
press release said. 

The award was pre- 
sented to Dr. Guru N 
Reddy, founder chairman 
of the Continental Hospi- 
tals, and Dr. Raghu N 
Reddy, director of the Con- 
tinental Hospitals, by Dr. 


Ranga Reddy - chairman, 
G-SPARC 2024, Prof. BJ 
Rao - Vice-Chancellor, 
University of Hyderabad, 
Dr. BR Shamanna - co- 
chair, G-SPARC, and R 
Govind Hari - co-chair, G- 
SPARC, along with other 
G-SPARC members. 

Dr. Guru N Reddy said, 
“Since we established Con- 
tinental Hospitals, we have 
been taking preventive 
measures to control infec- 
tions for the past ll years. 
As aresult, our surgical site 
infection rate was zero for 
6 years, for which we have 
also received various ac- 
creditations. We are now 
recognised with this award 
for maintaining an infec- 
tion rate of 0.02%. We are 
committed to taking maxi- 
mum precautions to pre- 
vent infections in the hos- 
pital.” 


framed as something a 
grandmother is telling her 
grandson, who seems to be 
going down the wrong path. 
Helen Mirren is said Grand- 
mére, or Sara Blum, a fa- 
mous artist who opens up to 
young Julian (Bryce 
Gheisar) one evening over 


Title: White Bird 
Director: Marc Forster 


Cast: Helen Mirren, Bryce Gheisar, Ariella 
Glaser, Ishai Golan, Olivia Ross, Orlando 
Schwerdt, and Gillian Anderson 


dinner about what she went 
through during the war. 
Ariella Glaser plays young 
Sara Blum, who leads a nice 
life in her small French town 
with educated, professional 
parents Max (Ishai Golan) 
and Rose (Olivia Ross). She 
barely notices the changing 


KTR warns Revanth 


Revanth Reddy’s 
being prime 


“But now, the government’s 
stand was altogether different. 
The Chief Minister was out to 
promote the real estate inter- 
ests of his family and his Cabi- 
net colleagues,” he said. 
Stating that the State gov- 
ernment had now informed the 
courts that the Pharma City 
project would not be scrapped, 
he said the government was 
trying to divert the land for 
other purposes. But it would be 
in violation of land acquisition 
norms. The courts would step 
in the moment the lands were 
allotted for other purposes, he 
said, demanding that the Chief 
Minister spell out the stand of 
the government in categorical 
terms on the fate of the presti- 
gious Pharma City project. 
The Chief Minister, who had 
no funds to support the infra- 
structure in the present city, 
was talking of a future city and 
a fourth city as well. It would 
be the four brothers’ city with 


versity, he asked. 


interests. 
Minister 


own 
Buildings 


brothers 
beneficiaries. 
Without acquiring any land so 
far, how would it be possible to 
go for new projects such as the 
AI university and Sports uni- 


The Congress government 
decided to go it alone in the ac- 
quisition of land for the south- 
ern stretch of the RRR project 
by spending Rs 13,000 crore. It 
had declined the participation 
of the Centre which had borne 
50 per cent of the land acquisi- 
tion cost for the northern 
stretch of the RRR. The sole in- 
tention of the move, he said, 
was to go for realignment of 
the RRR plan to promote their 
Roads and 
Ko- 
matireddy Venkat Reddy was 
keen on it while the Chief Min- 
ister was out to play the role of 
areal estate broker, he said. 

Stating that protests like the 
one at Kandukur would be- 


tides as the war ramps up, 
more concerned with her 
friends and the cute boy in 
school. The story takes care 
to note that she barely no- 
ticed the classmate that 
would end up saving her life: 
Julien (Orlando Schwerdt), 
who walks with a crutch and 
whose father works in the 
sewers. But when the Nazis 
come to round up the Jewish 
students in the school, he’s 
there to help get her to his 
family’s property. Gillian 
Anderson plays Julien’s 
mother, Vivienne. ap 


M@ DESTINATION US 


How to submit 
academic records 


Tips for students applying to US universities 


student’s academic 
Ar is an impor- 

tant component of 
their applications to US uni- 
versities. Even before apply- 
ing to a university, students 
should start thinking about 
how they plan to get their 
academic records from their 
current/past school, as the 
entire process can take 
some time. 

US universities require 
students to submit their ac- 
ademic records in a specific 
format known as a “tran- 
script”. A transcript is a type 
of marksheet, prepared and 
issued by the college or uni- 
versity where the student 
completed their bachelor’s 
degree. This is also pre- 
pared and issued by a high 
school if the student is ap- 
plying to an undergraduate 
college or university. 

Typically, a transcript in- 
cludes a list of all courses 
taken during each year of 
the bachelor’s programme, 
along with the correspon- 
ding grades for each course. 
To be accepted by US uni- 
versities, transcripts must 
be in English and bear the 
official stamp or seal of the 
issuing institution. Students 
should contact the Regis- 
trar’s office at their college, 
university, or high school to 
request their transcripts. 

If astudent is applying for 
a master’s programme in 
the United States during 
their final year of their 
bachelor’s degree, they 
should submit transcripts 
up to the pre-final year 
along with their application. 

However, for those ap- 
plying immediately after 
completing their bachelor’s 
programme, the transcripts 
must include records from 
all the years of study, in- 


Info at your fingertips 


Please visit the US-India Educa- 
tional Foundation’s website to 


learn more about studying in the 
US: https://www. usief.org. 


in/Hyderabad.aspx 
e@ Phone/Whatsapp: 91- 


8008462712/8008465712/ 


8008462560 
e@ Email: 


usiefhyderabad@usief.org.in, 


mA 


EDUCATION 


USA 


hyderabad@educationusa.org 


cluding the final year. For 
master’s programme appli- 
cations, students should ob- 
tain one set of transcripts 
from their bachelor’s pro- 
gramme. 

Usually, US institutions 
only require a scanned or 
soft copy of the transcript to 
be uploaded on their online 
application portal for appli- 
cations, though if you are 
accepted, they will require 
an “official” transcript is- 
sued directly from your col- 
lege, university, or high 
school. 

Ifa hard copy of the tran- 
script is requested, students 
should request additional 
copies from their college or 


university where they com- 
pleted their undergraduate 
degree. 

These hard-copy tran- 
scripts should be placed ina 
sealed envelope, with the 
flap secured and stamped or 
sealed by the college or uni- 
versity before being sent to 
the US institution. 

Requesting and receiving 
transcripts may take several 
months, so students should 
plan ahead and initiate this 
process well before applica- 
tion deadlines to prevent 
any delays in submitting 
their bachelor’s or master’s 
programme application. 

— US Consulate 
General Hyderabad 


TTI-NT Dasara bonanza big draw 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


The fourth draw as part of 
‘Telangana Today’ and ‘Na- 
masthe Telangana’ Dasara 
Shopping Bonanza was held 
at Punjab National Bank, 
Lakdikapul, on Saturday. 
The Punjab National 
Bank Zonal Manager, 
Deepak Kumar Srivastava, 
Deputy Zonal Manager, 
Sanjay Mane, “Telangana 
Today’ and ‘Namasthe 
Telangana’ General Man- 
ager, Advertisement, N 
Surender Rao, Assistant 
General Manager (Adyvt), 
Raji Reddy, and Hope Ad- 
vertisement Director, KS 
Rao, participated in the 
lucky draw. The first prize 
was bagged by Tejaswini 
who shopped at Manepally 
Jewellers, second prize was 
won by A Sindhura who 
shopped at Kun Hyundai 
and the third prize was won 


not be touched. 


They stated that 


ther. 


part in the protest. 


- frompage1 | 


Will not tolerate foul-mouthed attacks, Man loses Rs 24.58L to 
cyber fraudsters 


“Some persons called up the victim over What- 


come a reality in every village 
of the State very soon, Rama 
Rao said if the Musi project 
could become a reality with the 
demolition of properties of 
leaders like him to the satisfac- 
tion of the Chief Minister, he 
would not hesitate to support 
it. However, he insisted that 
the homes of the poor should 


Farmers, who joined the 
protest, poured out their woes 
before Rama Rao, complaining 
that the Rythu Bima insurance 
scheme had become irrelevant. 
Rythu 
Bharosa, loan waivers and all 
other promises made to farm- 
ers by the Congress had 
proved to be a myth. There 
was no bonus for paddy, and 
no real estate development ei- 
Former Ministers P 
Sabitha Indra Reddy, Mohd 
Mahmood Ali, MLC Vani Devi 
and a host of BRS leaders took 


brations. 


The Punjab National Bank Zonal Manager, Deepak Kumar 


‘| “ 3 


Srivastava, Deputy Zonal Manager, Sanjay Mane, ‘Telangana 
Today’ and ‘Namasthe Telangana’ GM (Advt), N Surender Rao 
and Hope Advertisement Director KS Rao at the Dasara shopping 


bonanza draw. 


by Sandhya who shopped at 
Manepally Jewellers. 

The Dasara shopping bo- 
nanza has KLM Fashion 
Mall as main sponsor and is 
powered by Almond House, 
while Big C is gift sponsor, 
TNews is TV partner, S TV 
is digital partner and the 
other partners include Kun 
Hyundai, Harsha Toyota, 
Orange Group, Manepally 
Jewellers, Bank of Baroda 


and Punjab National Bank. 
Speaking on the occasion, 
Deepak Kumar Srivastava 
appreciated ‘Telangana 
Today’ and ‘Namasthe 
Telangana’ for the shopping 
bonanza and said the bank 
has come up with PNB-lApp 
using which customers can 
avail all the services of the 
bank. KS Rao lauded the 
publications for organising 
the Bonanza for last 10 years. 


EAM rules out 
India-Pak talks 


“And that is for a meeting of 


sApp video call and introduced themselves as 
NCB officials. They informed him that he was 
placed under digital arrest and being investi- 
gated for drug trafficking. The fraudsters then 
threatened him and forcefully made him can- 
cel his Fixed Deposit Receipts and transfer the 
money to some bank accounts,” said an official 
of Hyderabad Cybercrime. The victim later re- 
alised that he was duped and approached the 
police. A case was registered. 


Case booked in Nampally 


Protests broke out at several places in the city 
since Friday evening after a video clip of Yati 
Narsinganand making the derogatory and blas- 
phemous comments went viral on various so- 
cial media platforms. Small protest rallies were 
taken out in several areas, culminating in par- 
ticipants approaching the local police stations 
and making complaints against Yati Narsin- 
ganand. The complaints were lodged at 
Falaknuma, Madannapet, Habeebnagar, Gol- 
conda, Bahadurpura, Hussainialam and other 
police stations. The police beefed up security 
in the city in view of religious meetings in the 
city coinciding with the Milad-un-Nabi cele- 


the SCO heads of government. 
Normally, the Prime Minister 
goes to the high-level meeting 
with the heads of state. That’s 
in line with the tradition. The 
meeting is happening in Islam- 
abad this year as it happens to 
be a new member of the 
grouping, much like us,” he 
further said. 

Jaishankar, while delivering 
the Sardar Patel lecture on 
Governance organised by IC 
Centre for Governance, ex- 
plained the reasons behind 
SCO’s ‘failure’ in realising the 
grouping’s aspirations and 
also made a veiled attack on 
Pakistan over its terror facto- 
ries. “Terrorism is something 
unacceptable. Despite the 
global view on it, one of our 
neighbours continues to sup- 
port terrorism and if such is 
the case, then there must be 
consequences. It cannot be 
business as usual in the re- 
gion.” ians 
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New train to 
be flagged off 
V 


The inaugural Secun- 
derabad-Vasco da 
Gama Express will be 
flagged off by Union 
Minister for Coal and 
Mines G Kishan Reddy 
from Secunderabad 
station on Sunday. The 
train will connect Se- 
cunderabad, Mahabub- 
nagar, Gadwal, Kurnool 
City, Dhone with Vasco 
da Gama and will be 
operated for two days 
in a week in both direc- 
tions. According to the 
SCR officials, the train 
will provide an exclu- 
sive and direct train fa- 
cility for those travel- 
ling towards Karnataka 
and Goa, catering to 
both reserved and un- 
reserved passengers. It 
provides cost-effective 
transportation. 


HYDERABAD 


RPF nabs 152 
for theft 


ye 


The RPF, Secunderabad 
division, arrested 152 
persons on charges of 
stealing valuables be- 
longing to passengers 
in trains and railway 
station premises until 
now this year and re- 
covered property 
worth Rs 94.02 lakh 
from them. This regis- 
tered an 18 per cent in- 
crease in recovery of 
property compared to 
the corresponding pe- 
riod the previous year, 
SCR officials said. In 
2023, RPF under Oper- 
ation Yatri Suraksha 
nabbed 234 offenders 
involved in thefts and 
recovered property 
worth Rs 97.26 lakh. 
They were handed over 
to the GRP. 


News from 


HYDERABAD 


Osmania University 


comm Nealth centre ailing! 


Lack of regular doctors, health staff impacting services 


YUVRAJ AKULA 
HYDERABAD 


The health centre at Osma- 
nia University is ailing! Fac- 
ing significant challenges, it 
is operating without full- 
time doctors, following the 
superannuation of its only 
Chief Medical Officer 
(CMO) in July this year. 

The centre has been run- 
ning with retired doctors 
and other health staff on a 
contract basis. While there 
were five doctors, with four 
of them on contract basis, 
the only regular doctor, who 
was the CMO, retired in 
July. 

Further, out of three 
nurses, two are on contract 
basis. The four pharmacists, 
three physiotherapists and 
two lab technicians are also 
working on contract. 

The university estab- 
lished the health centre to 
extend free medical treat- 
ment to students, teaching 
and non-teaching staff and 
their families. The centre 
provides services including 
general OP, Gynaecology, 
Cardiology, ENT, and Den- 
tal. 

Students lamented that 
specialist doctors who were 
supposed to visit the centre 


The centre has been running with retired doctors and other staff on contract basis. — Photo: Surya Sridhar 


thrice a week have been 
doing so only once. Since 
there were no regular doc- 
tors, students said they were 
compelled to consult hospi- 
tals around the university 
vicinity. “The issue of regu- 
lar doctors has been persist- 
ing since long but with the 
superannuation of the CMO, 
things have turned worse. In 
case of medical emergency, 


students either visit the 
RTC Hospital in Tarnaka or 
Gandhi Hospital. The uni- 
versity should appoint regu- 
lar doctors,” pointed out 
Satya Nelli, a PhD scholar in 
the Political Science Depart- 
ment. 

The university officials 
too have urged the State 
government to allocate reg- 
ular doctors to the health 


centre. “Presently, retired 
doctors are extending serv- 
ices at the centre. We have 
already sent a proposal to 
the government seeking ap- 
pointment of five regular 
doctors either through regu- 
lar recruitment or appoint- 
ment on deputation basis. 
We are awaiting a re- 
sponse,” senior officials of 
the university said. 


Over 4,000 MBA, MCA 
Seats remain vacant 


This is despite holding special counselling 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


In a surprising trend, the 
Technical Education De- 
partment’s recent Telan- 
gana Integrated Common 
Entrance Test (TG ICET) 
2024 special phase coun- 
selling has resulted in 4,021 
vacant seats in MBA and 
MCA programmes. In fact, 
this figure marks an increase 
from 3,469 vacant seats after 
the final phase counselling, 
raising concerns about stu- 
dents’ reluctance in pursu- 
ing these programmes. 

As there were a large 
number of vacancies after 
the final phase of coun- 


selling, the department de- 
cided to fill up them with the 
special phase counselling. A 
total of 71,647 candidates 
qualified in the entrance test 
and 40,532 got their certifi- 
cates verified. This year, 
35,589 seats with 28,623 in 
MBA and 6,966 in MCA pro- 
grammes were up for grabs 
in 287 colleges. 

As many as 9,967 candi- 
dates participated in the 
special phase counselling. A 
total of 31,568 seats were al- 
lotted including 25,690 in 
MBA and 5,878 in MCA, 
leaving 4,021 seats (MBA - 
2,933 and MCA - 1,088) va- 
cant. This time, 100 colleges 
secured 100 per cent admis- 


sions. As for management- 
wise admissions, 80 MBA 
seats were vacant in univer- 
sity colleges and 2,849 in 
private colleges. In MCA, 20 
seats in university colleges 
and 1,068 in private institu- 
tions were vacant after the 
special phase counselling. 
After self-reporting online 
on tgicet.nic.in/ candidates 
who secured the seat must 
report at the allotted college 
on or before October 7, fail- 
ing which their provisional 
seat allotment order stands 
automatically cancelled. 
Students have to submit 
photocopies of original cer- 
tificates and transfer certifi- 
cates at the college. 


JNTU-H contract teachers 
seek pay revision, arrears 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Demanding pay revision 
and arrears besides imple- 
menting the GO MS No. 11 
in toto, Jawaharlal Nehru 
Technological University 
(JNTU)-Hyderabad _assis- 
tant professors on contract 
held a protest on Saturday. 
Stating that GO was issued 


in 2018, the teachers said the 
university had not yet im- 
plemented it fully and the 
administration too had not 
responded despite repre- 
sentations. The order en- 
forces proper working con- 
ditions and pay revision for 
assistant professors on con- 
tract, said Rajesh Khanna, 
faculty JNTUH & convener 
TAUCTA. While other uni- 


versities in the State imple- 
mented the GO MS No.ll, 
JNTU-H had not done it 
fully, resulting in pending 
salary revision and arrears, 
he said. The teachers de- 
cided to continue their 
protest in two phases. In the 
first phase, they will be 
holding a relay strike for 15 
days, without causing dis- 
ruption to classes. 


Man held for killing elderly woman 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


The Domalguda police, 
along with the Commis- 
sioner’s Task Force, ar- 
rested a man, who was on 
the run for the last eight 
months after allegedly mur- 
dering an elderly woman at 
her house. 

Mahesh Kumar Mukhiya 
(26), anative of Bihar, came 
to the city last December 
and worked as a construc- 
tion worker for a brief pe- 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


A delegation of AIMIM, 
led by party president 
Asaduddin Owaisi, met 
Hyderabad Police Com- 
missioner CV Anand and 
complained against Swami 
Yati Narsinganand of 
Ghaziabad seeking action 
against him for making 
blasphemous remarks 
against Prophet Mo- 
hammed during a speech. 
The delegation sought a 
case be registered against 
Narsinganand. “Narsin- 
ganand was arrested previ- 
ously for a similar offence 
and released on bail on a 
condition that he will not 


MIM for action 
against Hindu seer 


repeat such acts. We de- 
mand his bail be cancelled 
immediately,” he said. 

The SC said the police 
should immediately take 
suo motu action and regis- 
ter cases in such instances. 
“We submitted a copy of 
the order of the judgement 
to the Commissioner of 
Police and expect action 
will be initiated,” Owaisi 
said. The MIM demanded 
the Cybercrime police to 
take measures to remove 
the content from social 
media. “Narsinganand is 
repeatedly making blas- 
phemous comments and I 
am confident he enjoys full 
support of the UP govern- 
ment,” he said. 


Plaint on remarks 
against Prophet 


riod. Through a reference, 
Mukhiya got a job of a care- 
taker at the house of busi- 
nessman Savarya Pawan 
Guptha and was asked to 
look after the employer’s 
mother, Snehalatha Devi. 
Mukhiya observed the 
movements of the family 
members. He also gathered 
information about the prop- 
erty and other valuables 
kept in the house. "On Janu- 
ary 31, on getting an oppor- 
tunity, Mukhiya, along with 
his accomplice, tied the 


hands and legs of the 
woman and gagged her by 
putting a piece of cloth in 
her mouth. They stole gold, 
cash and other valuables 
from the house and fled. 
The elderly woman died of 
suffocation," said DCP Task 
Force YVS Sudheendra. 

A case was registered and 
the man was absconding 
since then. A special team of 
the Task Force and Domal- 
guda police nabbed him 
while his associate is still 
absconding. 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


The Telangana Shia Youth 
Welfare Association 
lodged a complaint with 
Hyderabad Commissioner 
of Police CV Anand de- 
manding action against 
Anil Yadav alias Chota 
Narsinganand, who al- 
legedly made controver- 
sial remarks against 
Prophet Mohammed, his 
cousin and son-in-law 
Hazrath Ali. 

In his complaint, Syed 
Azmath Hussain Jaffery, 
founder and president of 
the association, said Yadav 
made certain con- 
demnable statements and 


uploaded the content on 
social media to create ani- 
mosity between different 
religions. Hussain de- 
manded that the police 
register a case and arrest 
him. 

Meanwhile, social 
worker Abrar Ahmed of 
Habeebnagar lodged a 
complaint with the 
Habeebnagar police sta- 
tion against Yati Narsin- 
ganand for allegedly mak- 
ing blasphemous remarks 
against the Prophet, the 
police said. 

The police accepted the 
complaint and issued an 
acknowledgement, —ac- 
cording to an official re- 
lease issued on the day. 


Nissan Magnite 


Facelift unveiled 


The Nissan Magnite Facelift being launched in Nagole. 


CITY BUREAU 

Hyderabad 

The Nissan Magnite 
Facelift model was 


launched at Laskhmi Nis- 
san in Nagole, Hyderabad, 
on Saturday. Nagole Cor- 
porator Chintala Surender 
Yadav, Nissan ASM Ashok 


Reddy, Lakshmi Nissan 
general manager Vinod 
and AGM Sudarshan par- 
ticipated in the launch of 
the Nissan Magnite 
Facelift. The event was 
also attended by customers 
of Laskhmi Nissan, Nagole, 
according to a_ press 
release. 


PUBLIC NOTICE 
The General Public are hereby informed that 
under the instructions of my client Polapally 
Srinivas, S/o.P.Pandaraiah, R/o. Flat No. 510, in 
5th Floor, Tulip Block, Krishna Kunj Gardens, 
Near Govt. High School, Quthbullapur, VTC: 
Quthbullapur, PO: IDA Jeedimetla, Sub-District 


and he purchased the Plot No.15, in Sy. Nos. 309, 
319, 320, 321 and 322, admeasuring 167 Sq, yards 
or 139.6 Sq. Mtrs., situated at Aushapur village 


Doc. No. 2363/2018 of SRO Ghatkesar from Kavadi 
Dharma Reddy rep. by his GPA holder K.Raj 
Kiran Reddy and the same was rectified vide 
regd. Rectification by way of Declaration Deed 
Doc. No. 5523/2024 of SRO Ghatkesar. That on 
20-09-2024, he noticed that the original link 
document i.e., General Power of Attorney Doc. No. 
3703/2017, Book-|, Dt.18-08-2017, Registered 
at SRO Ghatkesar pertaining to the above said 
property was lost from his custody at Ayyappa 
Documentations shop, Near Sub-registrar Office 
Ghatkesar, as such my client hereby request the’ 


of this notice. If anyone misuses the said document 
my client will not be responsible. 
Sd/- V.LINGASWAMY 


Advocate M.B.A. LL.B 


Plot No. 37, Maitripuram Colony, Karmanghat, 
Saroornagar R.R. District-500 079 
Cell No.9848389497 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


Under the instructions of My Client Sri. 
Mirigila Venkataiah S/o Ramulu R/o Plot No. 


(Mo), Hydershakote, Ranga Reddy Dist. Do’ 
hereby issue this public notice as follows: 


No. 44-87/12/2, on Plot No.133, admeasuring 
115.55 Sq.Yds and All that the Plot No.134, 
admeasuring 115.55 Sq.Yds, in Sy.No.118/e, 
188/s, situated at Wanaparthy Town and 
Municipality, Wanaparthy Mandal, Wanaparthy’ 
District having purchased through Regd. Sale 
Deed bearing Nos.2806/2017 and 2807/2018. 

Itis to inform General Public that My Client 
Sri. Mirigila Venkataiah lost Original Registered 
Rectification Deed No. 16848/2012 dated 
06/11/2012 executed by Sri. P.Ravi in favour] 
of Smt. Rakasi Manjula which pertains to 
rectification of typo error i.e., Sy. Numbers 


16848/2012 dated 06/11/2012 to any person. 
The said document should be returned to under- 
signed within 7 days from the date of this notice. 
Sd/- E.A.SRIKANTH RAJU 
Advocate 
#202, 2 nd Floor, Sarala Apartments Umesh 
Chandra Statue Road Beside Axis Bank, SR 
Nagar, Hyderabad-38. Cell:9959531522 


Design Democracy 2024 inaugurated 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Design Democracy 2024, 
Hyderabad’s most antici- 
pated design festival, was in- 
augurated at HITEX here on 
Saturday. 

Inaugurated by Jayesh 
Ranjan, IT Special Chief 
Secretary; Pullela Gopic- 
hand, chief national coach of 
the Indian Badminton 
Team; Pinky Reddy, philan- 
thropist; Gummi Ram 
Reddy, chairman and man- 
aging director - ARK Group; 
founders Pallika  Sree- 
wastav, Shailja Patwari, and 
Arjun Rathi; brand director 
Mansi Negi and curator 
Supraja Rao from the Mu- 
seum of Telangana, the De- 
sign Democracy 2024 is 
showcasing an extraordi- 
nary lineup of creative tal- 
ents and innovative dis- 


plays. 


Two held for 
defaming CM 


HYDERABAD: Two per- 
sons, including a construc- 
tion worker, were arrested 
by Hyderabad Cybercrime 
police for allegedly circu- 
lating defamatory content 
on social media about CM 
A Revanth Reddy. Gadam 
Anil Kumar and Kasha- 
moni Ramesh were al- 
legedly sharing defamatory 
content in a WhatsApp 
group ‘KTR Sena Ranga 
Reddy’, police aid. 


PUBLIC NOTICE 
It is to inform that our clients M/s.SGNL 
Infra LLP, having its registered office at 
Plot No.8, Sy.No.74, Dhana Laxmi 
Society, East Maredpally, Hyderabad, 
Secunderabad, Telangana, have 
intended to obtain the part of property 
bearing M.No.8-2-603, admeasuring 
2985 Sq.Yds., situated at Road No.10, 
Banjara Hills. Hyderabad, beg poor 
and bounded by North Jewel Apart 
ments, South: Fortune Apartments, 
East: Road and Part of property bearing 
M.No. 8-2-603 belonging to Sri Naveen 
Goyal and Smt.Archana Goyal, West 
Fortune Apartments, from M/s. Naveen 


ersons claiming any interest or right 
in the said property or any part thereof 
by way of sale, gift, lease, inheritance, 
exchange, mortgage, charge, lien, trust, 
possession easement, attachment or 
otherwise, however are hereby required 
to make the same known to the under- 
signed, with all supporting documents, 
within 15 (Fifteen) days from the date 
hereof, failing which the transaction will 
be completed, without any reference to 
such claim, and the same if any shall be 
considered to be as waived. 

PURUSHOTAMLAAL 
ADVOCATES & ASSOCIATES 
#104, LBK (Lakshmi Bala Krishna) 
Nivas, H.No. 3-4-758, Barkatpura, Hyd, 
Telangana, (M) 92463 49717 


The Design Democracy 2024 is showcasing an extraordinary lineup of creative talent. 


“This year, we are push- 
ing the boundaries of design, 
art, and innovation,” says 
Pallika Sreewastav. “Our 
goal is to create a space 
where creative collabora- 
tion thrives, inspiring both 
seasoned professionals and 
emerging talents.” 

Shailja Patwari said the 
city’s craftsmanship and in- 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 


It is hereby informed to all the General 
Public that myself VUTUKUR 
SRIKANTH GOUD, S/o. V. Narsimha 
Goud, aged about 41 years, Occ: 
Business, H.No.2-25, Ahmedguda 
Village, Keesara Mandal, Medchal 
Malkajgiri District. | am the absolute 
owner and possessor of Plot bearing 
No.26, admeasuring 250 Sq.yards or 
209 Sq.Mtrs in Sy.No. 61 to 64, situated 
at Santosh Nagar, Nagaram Village and 
Grampanchayat, Keesara Mandal, 
Medchal District having purchased the 
same through Registered Sale Deed 
Dated. 17.09.2018 vide bearing 
Document No.14424 of 2018 from its 
previous owner Nandi Narahari, S/o. 
Nandi Shanker for valid sale 
consideration. 
Myself with an intent to sell the above 
property to prospective purchasers, in 
pursuance of the same while | was 
searching for above original link 
document, the same could not be 
traced. | have made hectic efforts to 
trace the same, but stood in vain. 
If any person or persons finds the said 
Original Document, the same may be 
handed over to me as a law-abiding 
citizen. Further, the said document i.e., 
Original Registered Sale Deed 
Dated.15.11.1997 vide bearing 
Document No.3257 of 1997 shall not be 
abused or misused or otherwise utilized 
by unauthorized person. If any 
unauthorized person makes misuse of 
it, the same shall not bind on me. 
Hence, this Public Notice. 

J GOVARDHAN REDDY, 

ADVOCATE 
# 104, MONTE CRISTO Apartments, 
Vayupuri, Sainikpuri, 
Secunderabad-500094. 
Ph.No: 9966789999 


novative spirit are reflected 
in every aspect of Design 
Democracy 2024. From cut- 
ting-edge lighting displays 
by Shailesh Rajput Studio 
and Arjun Rathi to exquisite 
art pieces by Studio Smita 
Moksh and Kadari Art 
Gallery, the festival show- 
cases a wide array of cre- 
ative expression. Attendees 


2. 


will also get a glimpse of in- 
novative furniture collec- 
tions from brands such as 
Rosabagh, Ravish Vohra 
Home and Sarita Handa. 

Curated by Supraja Rao, 
the Museum of Telangana 
features ground-breaking 
work by local architects, fo- 
cusing on the innovative use 
of brick. 


THE SOUTH INDIAN BANK: Regional Office Hyderabad 
No. 157/6, First Floor, CHAl Complex, Staff Road, Gunrock 


Z Sou TH ; 
Als tr BEULd Enclave Sikh Village Diamond Point Secunderabad 500 009 


Ref: RO-HYD/REC/GEN/368/2024-25 


Date: 05.10.2024 


E-AUCTION SALE NOTICE 
E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitisation and 
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read 
with proviso to Rule 8(6) and 9(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002. 


1 | M/s Vijayalakshmi Papers 


Door No. 1-9-2, Plot No. 19/4, Azamabad Industrial Area, Hyderabad - 500020 
Also at: 1st Floor, House No. 2-1-18/3, Saraswathi Nagar Colony, Uppal, Hyderabad -500039 


Mr. Vempati Pratap Reddy 


Door No. 1-9-2, Plot No. 19/4, Azamabad Industrial Area, Hyderabad - 500020 
Also at: 1st Floor, House No. 2-1-18/3, Saraswathi Nagar Colony, Uppal 


Hyderabad - 500039, 
Ms. Vempati Chandra Likitha 


Door No. 1-9-2, Plot No. 19/4, Azamabad Industrial Area, Hyderabad- 500020 
Also at: 1st Floor, House No. 2-1-18/3, Saraswathi Nagar Colony, Uppal, 


Hyderabad - 500039. 


(Guarantors 
Mrs. Kotha Rama Devi, 


H No.: 41-20/2-65, 2nd Floor, Patchameda Bazar, Krishna Lanka, Vijayawada (Urban), 


Krishna, Andhra Pradesh - 520013 
Mrs. B Siva Kumari 


Wio. Venkateswara Reddy, House No. 20-6-67/1, 
Ramalingeswarapetta, ICE factory Gate, Vijayawada, Gandhinagaram, Krishna, 


Vijayawada (Urban), Andhra Pradesh - 520003 


Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the borrower/guarantor/legal 
heirs that the below described immovable property mortgaged to the South Indian Bank Ltd, 
Branch Secunderabad sr Creditor), the Physical Possession of which has been taken by 
the Authorised Officer of The South Indian Bank Limited (Secured Creditor), will be sold on “as is 
whereis” basis, “as is whatis” and “whatever there is” condition on 30.10.2024 for recovery of an 
amount of Rs. 5,12,88,353.22 (Rupees Five Crores Twelve Lakhs Eighty Eight Thousands Three 
Hundred & Fifty Three and Paise Twenty Two Only) with regard to the credit facilities in the 
account M/s Vijayalakshmi Papers as on 04.10.2024 with future interest, costs and expenses 
etc. thereon due to The South Indian Bank Limited, Branch Secunderabad (Secured Creditor), 
from the above mentioned Borrower(s) & guarantor(s) 


Name of Property Owner 


Mr. Vempati Pratap Reddy 


Description of the Immovable Prope 


All that part and parcel of land admeasuring 211 Sq. Yards baa Bht No. 5, Vijayapuri Colony 
along with all other constructions, improvements, easementary rights existing and appurtenant 
thereon situated in Sy.No.101/Part and 114/Part at Boduppal Village/ Gramapanchayat, 
Revenue Mandal Ghatkesar, under SRO Uppal, Ranga Reddy District and owned by Vempati 
Pratap Reddy morefully described in Sale Deed no 645/2015 dated 22-01-2015 of SRO Uppal 
and bounded on the North by Neighbours Land South by Road, East by Neighbours Land & West 


by Plotno. 4 


Nature of possession 


Physical Possession 


Reserve Price 


Earnest Money Deposit 
EMI 


Rs.44,52,000/- 

(Rupees Forty Four Lakhs Fifty Two Thousand Only) 
Rs.4,45,200/- (Rupees Four Lakhs Forty Five Thousand Two 
Hundred Only) EMD shall be deposited on or before 
29.10.2024 by 05.00 PM 


Bid Increment amount 


Rs.50,000/- (Rupees Fifty Thousand Only) 


Date and time of auction 


30.10.2024 from 11.00 AM to 12.00 Noon 
|_(With 5 minute unlimited auto extensions till sale is concluded) 


ncumbrances known to Nil 
the Bank ll 


For detailed terms and conditions of the sale, please refer to the link provided in web portal of 
South Indian Bank Ltd, (Secured Creditor) website i.e. www.southindianbank.com. Details also 
available at assets.matexauctions.com. For any further clarification with regards to inspection of 
property, terms and conditions of the e-auction or submission of bids, kindly contact South Indian 


Bank Ltd on 097784 95589 / 090002 97130 


Date: 05.10.2024 
Place : Hydearabad 


Authorised Officer 
(Chief Manager) 
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HYDERABAD 

Film fraternity 
faulted 

Ww 


Transport Minister 
Ponnam Prabhakar 
found fault with the 
film fraternity for rais- 
ing objections over For- 
est Minister Konda 
Surekha’s comments 
on actress Samantha’s 
divorce despite the 
Minister tendering 
apologies. “The Minis- 
ter has withdrawn her 
comments and apolo- 
gised. It is unnecessary 
for film industry mem- 
bers to react on the 
issue,” he said during 
an informal chat with 
media persons at 
Gandhi Bhavan here on 
Saturday. As the Minis- 
ter withdrew her com- 
ments, the issue was 
resolved. Stressing she 
was a BC community 
Minister, Prabhakar 
said all support would 
be extended to her and 
that she was not alone. 


MANCHERIAL 
Women held 
for theft 


V 


Three women were ar- 
rested for stealing sil- 
ver ornaments froma 
jewellery outlet by di- 
verting the attention of 
salesmen here. Silver 
weighing 500 grams 
were seized. Mancher- 
ial town Inspector R 
Bansilal said Masu An- 
napurna, Gudipaka 
Radha and Shanigaram 
Pulamma, from Issipet 
village of Prof 
Jayashankar Bhupal- 
pally district, were ap- 
prehended for lifting 
the silver ornaments 
from Sri Vaishnavi Jew- 
elers on September 30. 
During interrogations, 
the women confessed 
to committing the 
crime while returning 
to Issipet after attend- 
ing atrial of a court in 
Bellampalli which was 
hearing a similar case 
booked against them. 


SIDDIPET 

1 killed as car 
rams tree 

WY 


A man died in a road 
accident barely hours 
before his son’s mar- 
riage at Venkatraopet 
village in Thoguta man- 
dal in the early hours of 
Saturday.The marriage 
of Mohd Nizamuddin, 
of Manthur, was sched- 
uled to be performed 
on Saturday. As part of 
marriage rituals, Niza- 
muddin’s father Mo- 
hammad Kasim (73), 
along with his wife, 
elder son and grandson 
were proceeding to- 
wards Manthur from 
Pragnapur, the bride’s 
residence, when the 
driver lost control as a 
wild boar came in the 
way. The car crashed 
into a roadside tree. 
While Kasim died on 
the spot, three other 
family members sitting 
in the car sustained se- 
rious injuries. The mar- 
riage was postponed. 
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Cong adopting 


tactics 


From false campaign about finances to HYDRAA, 
party diverts attention to avoid backlash 


STATE BUREAU 
HYDERABAD 


The pattern is becoming all 
too similar, and predictable 
too. Whenever the Con- 
gress government finds it- 
self in a spot of bother, it 
spins off a diversionary tac- 
tic to bail itself out of the sit- 
uation. This practice is not 
limited to a particular issue. 
The Congress government 
has been using diversionary 
tactics effectively since it 
came to power to save itself 
from the people’s backlash. 
During the Assembly ses- 
sion in July, BRS working 
president KT Rama Rao had 
exposed the Congress’ false 
campaign about the State’s 
finances. Speaking on the 
Appropriation Bill in the 
House, he had disputed 
Deputy Chief Minister 
Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka’s 
claims, especially on debts. 
Citing the Socio-Economic 
Outlook 2024-25, he said the 
Gross State Domestic Prod- 
uct (GSDP), which was Rs 4 
lakh crore in 2014, increased 
to 14.64 lakh crore in 2023- 
24. He pointed out that the 
revenue surplus in 2014-15 


was Rs 369 crore while the 
revenue surplus during 
2022-23 was Rs 5,944 crore. 
The revenue surplus in this 
Budget (2024-25) was also 
Rs 209 crore. How could the 
Finance Minister then re- 
peatedly say that the State 
had gone bankrupt. 

Sensing that the Congress 
was getting cornered, Chief 
Minister A Revanth Reddy 
made a few comments 
against former Ministers P 
Sabitha Indra Reddy and 
Sunitha Laxma Reddy, 
courted controversy and 
commotion ensued, with 
the Speaker G _ Prasad 
Kumar promptly adjourning 
the session. 

Similarly, after the launch 
of the much-touted crop 
loan waiver, the BRS began 
pointing out discrepancies 
in implementation of the 
scheme, with farmers too 
hitting the streets and stag- 
ing protests complaining 
that their loans were not 
waived. Farmers even in 
Chief Minister’s con- 
stituency - Kodangal also 
staged protests. As things 
began going out of hand, 
came GO Ms 99, announc- 


comms Predictable 


ing the establishment of the 
Hyderabad Disaster Re- 
sponse and Assets Protec- 
tion Agency (HYDRAA). 
HYDRAA swung into ac- 
tion the very next day and 
began demolitions of unau- 
thorised structures in full 
tank level areas of different 
water bodies. 

However, the euphoria 
was short-lived, with the 
discriminatory approach of 
the agency questioned even 
by the High Court and pub- 
lic sentiment quickly surg- 
ing against the government, 
especially with the Musi 
evictions, it was Minister 
Konda Surekha’s turn with 
comments out of nowhere 
that dragged the Telugu film 
industry into the political 
arena. For the next 24 hours 
and more, with the entire 
film industry coming out all 
guns blazing against the 
derogatory comments of the 
Minister, even the national 
media turned its attention 
towards Telangana. As so- 
cial media and television 
channels went to town with 
Surekha continuing with her 
comments even after apolo- 
gising, where is Musi? 


BCs stage protest over 
demolition of houses 


STATE BUREAU 
Adilabad 


Members of various back- 
ward communities staged a 
rasta-roko on the Adilabad- 
Utnoor road _ following 
demolition of illegal struc- 
tures built on the banks of a 
nala in Indervelli mandal 
centre, touted as the birth- 
place of tribal movements, 
on Saturday. 

The protestors including 
members of Banjara, 


Mathura, Vanjari and many 
other backward communi- 
ties blocked traffic for a 
while. They shut down com- 
mercial establishments 
protesting the demolitions 
and alleged that the govern- 
ment was targeting them by 
razing their houses acting 
on complaints from some 
tribals. The agitators faulted 
the government for throw- 
ing their lives out of gear. 
“We are not infringing on 
the statutory rights of trib- 


als. We are harmoniously 
living with them. Demolish- 
ing the houses is a barbaric 
act,” Dongre Manoj, a group 
leader said. They however, 
withdrew their protest after 
the police pacified them. 

In the meantime, Collec- 
tor Rajarshi Shah, in a state- 
ment, said the illegal struc- 
tures were built on a piece 
of land abutting the agricul- 
ture market yard. He stated 
that notices were served to 
the occupants. 


FESTIVAL OF FLOWERS 


Women dressed in their traditional best for the Bathukamma celebrations at the Telangana Secretariat on Saturday. — Photo: Surya Sridhar 


©. 
Discoms warned against delay 
in filing ARR, tariff petitions 


Failure to adhere to timeframe to undermine public trust: ERC 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Expressing displeasure over 
delay in filing Aggregate 
Revenue Requirement 
(ARR) petitions by discoms, 
Telangana State Electricity 
Regulatory Commission 
(TGERC) chairman T Sri- 
ranga Rao said the discoms’ 
failure to adhere to certain 
stipulated time frame for fil- 
ing the petitions not only 
undermine public trust but 
also risk the financial viabil- 
ity of power distribution 
system, impacting con- 
sumers who depend on a 
stable supply of electricity. 

Addressing the 8th State 
Advisory Committee Meet- 
ing here on Saturday, Sri- 
ranga Rao said there had 
been instances where li- 
censees (discoms) and regu- 
lated generating companies 
had failed in filing the peti- 
tions within the stipulated 
timelines in terms of Princi- 
pal Regulations, and the 
Commission had notified 
amendment regulations for 
levy of penalties for delay in 
filing the petitions. 

Citing a recent example, 


If regulatory measures are postponed, it will lead to aggravated 
losses for discoms, says TGERC chairman. 


he said the licensees and 
Genco had not filed peti- 
tions for determination of 
ARR and tariffs within stip- 
ulated time as per regula- 
tions, hence, in order to in- 
culcate discipline in the 
licensees and generating 
companies, the Commission 
had levied penalties on both 
of them in terms of regula- 
tions. 

“Tt is important to under- 
stand that the penalty serves 
a dual purpose — first, it acts 
as a corrective measure in- 
tended to motivate the dis- 


coms to rectify their short- 
comings and improve their 
performance. Secondly, it 
emphasizes the Commis- 
sion’s role as a vigilant 
guardian of public interest, 
ensuring that electricity 
consumers receive the qual- 
ity of service they rightfully 
deserve,” he said. 
Commenting on the time 
sought by a few stakehold- 
ers to submit their views on 
ARR and tariff petitions 
filed by the Northern Power 
Distribution Company of 
Telangana Limited (TGN- 


PDCL) and Southern Power 
Distribution Company of 
Telangana Limited 
(TGSPDCL), he said the 
Commission had scheduled 
the public hearings on these 
petitions from October 21 to 
25 thereby having only 12 
days of time for the li- 
censees to send their re- 
sponses to the objectors and 
as such sufficient time was 
not there for the objector to 
study the responses and 
make submissions in the 
public hearing, the Commis- 
sion had not extended the 
timelines. 

“Failure to issue orders 
before the transition could 
expose the discoms to con- 
siderable financial instabil- 
ity in the future. If these reg- 
ulatory measures are 
postponed, we risk allowing 
the systematic inefficiencies 
to persist, leading to aggra- 
vated losses for the Discoms 
and harming the overall sus- 
tainability of the electricity 
supply in our State. There- 
fore, it becomes imperative 
that we act decisively to 
protect the interests of both 
the Discoms and the con- 
sumers they serve,” he said. 


Government neglecting Bathukamma fete: 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


BRS working president K T 
Rama Rao on Saturday 
strongly criticised the Con- 
gress government for ne- 
glecting the Bathukamma 
celebrations, an important 
festival for women in Telan- 
gana. He raised several 
questions, expressing disap- 
pointment and frustration 
over the government’s stand 
on the celebrations. “Does 
the Chief Minister not care 
about Bathukamma? Is there 
no heart to make arrange- 
ments for the women’s festi- 
val? Can’t the villages be 
kept clean even during the 
festival? Should our sisters 
play Bathukamma amidst 
garbage and filth?” he 
questioned. 

“Panchayats are in such 
dire straits that they can’t 
even afford bleaching pow- 
der or lights for the lake 
bunds!” he resented, ques- 
tioning the lack of funds for 


BRS working president K T Rama Rao addressing a maha dharna by farmers at 
Kandukur on Saturday. 


organizing the State festival. 
“Why has this misfortune of 
not having funds to cele- 
brate the State festival come 
upon us? Why is there so 
much negligence towards 
the celebration of Telan- 
gana’s identity?” 

He emphasised the im- 
portance of celebrating the 


unique festival that wor- 
ships nature in clean sur- 
roundings and criticised the 
government for cancelling 
the distribution of 
Bathukamma sarees. “Are 
they going to say that there 
was no need to celebrate 
Bathukamma grandly?” he 
asked. 


Explain unkept prom- 
ises, Congress told 
Highlighting the growing 
frustration among the pub- 
lic over the Congress gov- 
ernment’s unfulfilled prom- 
ises and their impact on 
various sections of society, 
BRS working president K T 
Rama Rao on Saturday 


KTR 


raised several pointed ques- 
tions to the Congress lead- 
ership, demanding an 
explanation. 

In an obvious reference to 
a leader who had made false 
promises to the electorate in 
a bid to lure their votes, 
Rama Rao questioned the 
Congress government on 
who was the element out to 
exploit the poor of Musi by 
failing to implement the 
Rythu Bandhu scheme. He 
also asked who was the 
fraudster who promised Rs 
2,500 per month to women 
within 100 days but was now 
evading responsibility, and 
who was the deceiver who 
pledged Rs 4,000 per month 
to the elderly but reneged on 
that promise. He also asked 
who was the trickster who 
vowed to give a tola of gold 
for girls’ marriages but had 
broken that promise, and 
who was the mastermind 
behind the Rs 1,500,000,000 
crore loot planned under the 
guise of Musi beautification. 


Left parties slam 
govt over HYDRAA 


STATE BUREAU 
HYDERABAD 


The CPI and CPI (M), allies 
of the Congress, are finding 
fault with the State govern- 
ment over different issues, 
especially HYDRAA, Musi 
demolitions and crop loan 
waiver. 

CPI MLA Kunamneni 
Sambasiva Rao wanted the 
government to desist from 
demolishing the houses of 
the poor. The MLA had vis- 
ited Ameenpur, Patelguda 
and BSR Colony, where 
HYDRAA had demolished 
houses on Wednesday. 

CPI was not against HY- 
DRAA demolishing villas 
and farm houses owned by 
influential people but it 
strongly opposes demolish- 
ing poor people’s houses, he 
said. 

Though they were not in 
FTL or buffer zones, about 


26 houses, including the 
ones in which housewarm- 
ing ceremony was _ per- 
formed just a few days back, 
were demolished. There 
have been land transactions 
here since 40 years and En- 
cumbrance Certificates 
were available with regis- 
tration offices, he said. 

“If HYDRAA claims 
these houses are in govern- 
ment lands, then the State 
government can regularize 
them under GOMs 58 and 
59,” Sambasiva Rao said, 
adding owners, who pur- 
chase houses or lands from 
builders and developers, 
they should be compen- 
sated. Similarly, former CPI 
MLA Chada Venkat Reddy 
said with terms and condi- 
tions like insistence on 
white ration cards, being 
imposed for crop loan 
waiver, many farmers were 
deprived of the benefits. 


KTR, Harish Rao condole 
demise of Telangana activist 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


BRS working president K T 
Rama Rao on Saturday ex- 
pressed deep condolences 
over the death of Telangana 
activist Nukala Naresh 
Reddy. He recalled his asso- 
ciation with Naresh Reddy 
during the Telangana move- 


ment and later in the party. 
He prayed for Naresh 
Reddy’s soul to rest in peace 
and extended heartfelt sym- 
pathies to his family mem- 
bers. BRS leader Harish Rao 
also expressed deep sorrow 
over the demise of Naresh 
Reddy. He recalled that 
Naresh was always accessi- 
ble to the public and earned 


admiration as a good leader. 
He said the work done by 
Naresh would remain in the 
hearts of the people. He 
conveyed condolences to 
the family and prayed for his 
soul to rest in peace. He 
mentioned Naresh’s loss 
was not only a significant 
blow to the BRS workers but 
also to the entire State. 


Ready to 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


After stating that 1,000 
acres of land was available 
at Jawaharnagar for con- 
structing houses for River 
Musi oustees, Chief Minis- 
ter A Revanth Reddy on 
Saturday said that if need 
be, the Malakpet Race 
Course and the Amberpet 
Police Academy would be 
relocated beyond Hyder- 


shift race 


abad to construct houses 
for the affected. 

Asking people living 
along the Musi riverbed 
not to get influenced by 
the campaigns of the oppo- 
sition, he said the State 
government would protect 
every displaced person 
from the riverbed and pro- 
vide rehabilitation. Speak- 
ing at former union Minis- 
ter late G Venkatswamy’s 
birth anniversary celebra- 


course for Musi oustees: CM 


tions here, Revanth Reddy 
said the government was 
prepared to spend Rs 
10,000 crore for the reha- 
bilitation of Musi oustees. 

BRS MLAs KT Rama 
Rao and Harish Rao and 
BJP MP Eatala Rajender 
should make suggestions 
on how to support the 
Musi oustees, he said, de- 
manding that BRS chief K 
Chandrashekhar Rao and 
Rama Rao contribute a 


portion of their farm- 
houses for the poor, also 
asking the opposition not 
to create hurdles in wel- 
fare and development 
works. 

Regarding the crop loan 
waiver, the Chief Minister 
appealed to the farmers 
not to hit the streets. If 
there were any issues, they 
should approach the dis- 
trict Collectors and get 
their issues addressed. In 


the last 10 years, the BRS 
government waived crop 
loans worth Rs_ 11,000 
crore, but the Congress 
government waived Rs 
18,000 crore within a 
month, he claimed. “A few 
people are daydreaming 
that they can come to 
power using social media. 
Let me assure that they 
will end up in Cherlapally 
jail,” Revanth Reddy 
added. 
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ICRISAT hosts pearl millet field day 


STATE BUREAU 
Sangareddy 


The International Crops Re- 
search Institute for the 
Semi-Arid Tropics 
(ICRISAT) hosted its bien- 
nial pearl millet scientists’ 
field day. Over 90 scientists 


lines planted in the display 
fields. 

Participants from India, 
Japan, Brazil, and the USA 
selected breeding material 
for research focused on cul- 
tivars with combination 
traits, such as higher yields 
and resistance to biotic and 
abiotic stresses. Innovations 


let were prominent in the 
discussions and selections. 
In his inaugural address, 
ICRISAT Deputy Director 
General - Research, Dr Stan- 
ford Blade, highlighted the 
growing recognition of mil- 
let as a “smart food,” build- 
ing on the visibility it gained 


News from 


HYDERABAD 


group. It’s great to see the 
public and private sectors 
together here. Though we 
come from various organi- 
sations with different inter- 
ests, we are united in our 
goal of developing new cul- 
tivars that will positively 
impact lives and _liveli- 
hoods,” Dr Blade said, em- 


ICRISAT’s Global Research 
Program Director, chaired 
the two-day event held on 
October 3 and 4 on the 
premises of the ICRISAT 
campus in Patancheru and 
co-chaired by Dr T 
Napolean, Principal Scien- 
tist at the Indian Institute of 
Millets Research (IMR), 


HYDERABAD, Sunday, October 6, 2024 


Workshop on new criminal laws 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


A day-long workshop on the 
new criminal laws was con- 
ducted at the RBVRR Telan- 
gana Police Academy with 
an aim to review the 
progress and identify chal- 
lenges in their implementa- 


law faculty, focusing on the 
critical role of ongoing 
training for effective law en- 
forcement. 

Director General of Po- 
lice (DGP) Dr Jitender high- 
lighted the need for contin- 
uous review mechanisms to 
address the initial chal- 
lenges encountered in the 


the new laws can be com- 
plex and challenging to en- 
force without adequate 
training and added, “Lead- 
ers and managers must be 
equipped to guide their 
teams effectively through 
these transitions.” 
Challenges and issues in 
the implementation and in- 


from the public and private during the International tion. The workshop was at- implementation of the new  terpretation were high- 


sectors explored 15,000 like biofortified forage and Year of Millets (IYoM) phasizingthe power ofcol- representing IMRDirector | tended by senior police criminal laws. Abhilasha lighted by DGP (CID) 
pearl millet unique breeding multi-cutsummerpearlmil- 2023. “This is a unique laboration. DrSean Mayes, Dr Tara Satyavathi. officials, legal experts and __ Bisht, Director, TGPA, said Shikha Goel. 
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‘The long road to East 


IN THE MIDST OF CHANGING GEOPOLITICAL ORDER, THE CHALLENGES SEEM ENDLESS BUT ALSO 
PROVIDE AN OPPORTUNITY FOR INDIA TO ADVANCE ITS ACT EAST POLICY 


ndia’s ‘Act East Policy’ 
completes ten years in 
2024. The culmination of 
the Cold War in the early 
1990s led to a major shift 
in the economic and 
strategic policies of sev- 
eral countries within the Asian 
continent. For India, the country 
not only lost its long-standing and 
time-tested partner the Soviet 
Union on which its economy was 
heavily dependent but also the 
Gulf War in 1990-91 led to a rise in 
oil prices which severely affected 
its economy. Consequently, 
India, to ensure its economic sus- 
tenance, was compelled to look 
for alternative regions such as 
Southeast Asia with which it 
shares historical and cultural ties. 


The ‘Look East Policy’ was first 
conceived by former Prime Min- 
ister P V Narasimha Rao during 
his visit to Singapore in 1994 
wherein he called for ‘forging a 
new relationship’ with the region. 
The successive governments pur- 
sued this policy as India’s pivot to 
Southeast Asia. As India em- 
barked on its economic reforms 
under Rao’s leadership, the ‘Look 
East Policy’ was started to accel- 
erate its engagement with South- 
east Asian countries which re- 
sulted in India’s sectoral dialogue 
with ASEAN (Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations) in 1992 
and thereafter matured to the 
ASEAN-India Comprehensive 
Strategic Partnership in 2022. 


During the Cold War years, 
India remained aloof and distant 
from the region until it reinvigo- 
rated its ties with these countries 
in the post-Cold War years. In his 
memoirs, former Foreign Secre- 
tary JN Dixit stated ‘ASEAN 
chose to engage with India grad- 
ually and on experimental basis 
as it wanted to assess India’s com- 
mitment to its economic liberali- 
sation policies.’ 


Look East to Act East 


When Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi was elected to power, he 


rechristened the ‘Look East Pol- 
icy’ as ‘Act East Policy’ during the 
India-ASEAN summit at Naypyi- 
daw, Myanmar, in 2014 emphasis- 
ing the country’s willingness to 
play a more active role in the re- 
gion. Notably, Modi stated that 
this policy is based on 4Cs — Cul- 
ture, Commerce, Connectivity 
and Capacity Building — to pro- 
mote greater economic and 
strategic cooperation with key 
countries in the region. Unlike 
the Look East Policy, the Act East 
Policy was envisaged to tran- 
scend the boundaries and became 
more comprehensive as India 
aimed to enhance connectivity, 
and economic and security rela- 
tions with Southeast Asia, North- 
east Asia and Oceania, and most 
importantly to integrate its 
Northeast by making it as a cru- 
cial gateway to the region. 
Reiterating the importance of 
connectivity and its benefits to the 
region, External Affairs Minister 
Dr S Jaishankar at the Asian Con- 
fluence River Conclave 2022, 
opined of creating an “east-west 
lateral” by having a “land connec- 
tivity through Myanmar and a sea 
connectivity through Bangladesh” 
which if becomes viable can open 
up “way to Vietnam and Philip- 
pines, from Haiphong to Hazira 
and from Manila to Mundra.” He 
stated that such connectivity can 
make “a difference to the Indo-Pa- 
cific Economic Framework that is 
now in the making.” This indeed 
has a transformational value but at 
the same time, challenges galore. 


Evolving Order 


The world has changed drasti- 
cally in the past three decades 
and more so in the last ten years. 
In the early post-Cold War years, 
there was an emphasis on open- 
ing up economies and liberalising 
the trade regimes of countries 
which led to a more interdepen- 
dent and integrated world which 
is no longer the case in contem- 
porary times. 

The world is witnessing an in- 
tersection of national security 
and economic policies which 
means that economic policies of 
major powers, especially the US, 
are being framed with national 
security concerns in mind. This 
can be seen as a consequence of 
supply chain disruptions and 
threats to critical sectors of the 
economy that have emerged over 
the past decade, especially after 
the Covid-19 pandemic, the ag- 
gressive rise of China, Russia’s in- 
vasion of Ukraine and domestic 
politics of various nations. Most 
importantly, the defining geopo- 


ANUDEEP GUJJETI, Dr AKHIL KUMAR 


The developments in Bangladesh and Myanmar may affect the functioning of 
BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi Sectoral Technical Cooperation). 
Both these nations are important pillars of ‘Act East Policy’ connecting 


India’s North East to Southeast Asia. 


Myanmar is embroiled in a civil war which has not only resulted in 
migration into India’s northeast but also posed challenges to several 
ongoing regional connectivity projects such as the Kaladan Multi-Modal 
Transport Transit Project between India and Myanmar, especially aiding the 
development of India’s landlocked Northeastern states, Rhi-Tiddim road 
infrastructure project and India-Myanmar-Thailand trilateral highway projects. 


litical challenge for the world is 
the decreasing role of the US as a 
leading power and the rise of 
China, especially in the Asia-Pa- 
cific region. 

Simultaneously, India is also 
facing significant challenges both 
in its immediate and extended 
neighbourhood. For instance, 
Myanmar is embroiled in a civil 
war after its military took over. 
This has not only resulted in mi- 
gration into India’s Northeast but 
also posed challenges to several 
ongoing regional connectivity 
projects such as the Kaladan 
Multi-Modal Transport Transit 
Project between India and Myan- 
mar, especially aiding the devel- 
opment of India’s landlocked 
Northeastern States, Rhi-Tiddim 
road infrastructure project and 
India-Myanmar-Thailand trilat- 
eral highway project. The delay 
in the completion of infrastruc- 
ture projects may lead to an esca- 
lation of budgetary allocations 
and may hinder the progress of 
trade between the nations. 

Similarly, the anti-government 
protests in Bangladesh which 
ousted former Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina, who maintained 
cordial relations with India, threw 
the ongoing projects between 
both nations into limbo. The polit- 
ical upheaval in the neighbouring 
nation will not only affect the on- 
going infrastructure and develop- 
ment projects but will also lead to 
a rise in cross-border crime and 
narcotics smuggling as they share 
along border posing new security 
challenge to India. The develop- 
ments in Bangladesh and Myan- 
mar also affect the functioning of 
BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Initia- 
tive for Multi Sectoral Technical 
Cooperation). Both these nations 
are important pillars of the ‘Act 
East Policy’ connecting India’s 
Northeast to Southeast Asia. 


Economic Pillar 


A key aspect of Act East is its eco- 
nomic relationship with ASEAN. 
In the area of foreign direct in- 
vestment (FDI), most of the 


Southeast Asian countries 
emerged as major investors in 
India in the post-Cold War years. 
Among the ASEAN economies, 
Singapore continues to be the 
major investor in India with a 
share of almost 98% of India’s 
FDI inflows from ASEAN, fol- 
lowed by Thailand (0.8%) and 
Malaysia (0.8%). 

However, India faces a trade 
deficit with ASEAN. Bilateral 
trade between India and ASEAN 
stood at $131 billion in 2023 
(ASEAN accounts for nearly 1% 
of India’s global trade) but witha 
trade deficit of $43 billion for 
India. This is reaffirmed by the re- 
sults of the annual ‘State of South- 
east Asia’ survey report, 2024, 
which shows that India ranks be- 
hind other major powers (includ- 
ing the United States, China, 
Japan and the European Union) 
on both hard and soft power indi- 
cators in the perception of South- 
east Asian states. The trade 
deficit has, in particular, seen a 
steady rise post the pandemic, 
driven by a jump in India’s im- 
ports of mineral fuels and oils 


from the region. 
India’s withdrawal from Re- 
gional Comprehensive Eco- 


nomic Partnership (RCEP) nego- 
tiations due to its domestic 
constraints in economic reforms 
and Prime Minister Modi’s At- 
manirbhar Bharat (self-reliant 
India) may move ASEAN nations 
away from engaging with India 
as they prioritise trade with 
RCEP members. This may lead 
to a spillover effect on India’s bi- 
lateral trade with ASEAN as join- 
ing the RCEP would have re- 
quired India to eliminate tariffs 
on almost 90% of the items it 
trades with ASEAN as well as 
with Japan and South Korea. The 
RCEP is the world’s biggest trad- 
ing bloc, accounting for around 
30% of global GDP and trade. 

At the domestic level, chal- 
lenges are insurmountable in 
linking its Northeast with the re- 
gion due to the insurgencies and 
turmoil unfolding in Manipur in 
recent times. The challenges 


seem endless but at the same 
time, they provide an opportunity 
for India to advance its ‘Act East 
Policy’ with much vigour in the 
coming decade. 

In international relations, ge- 
ography remains static which 
means we cannot choose our 
neighbours but geopolitics is dy- 
namic. India sees a role for itself 
in shaping the economic and se- 
curity architecture in the region, 
although it is no longer part of 
RCEP negotiations. 


Indo-Pacific 


In the past decade, India has in- 
stitutionalised its political en- 
gagements with ASEAN and fos- 
tered ties with middle powers 
such as Japan, South Korea and 
Australia, which also have inter- 
ests and concerns in the Indo-Pa- 
cific region. Beijing’s increasing 
assertion (Chinese multi-layered 
conflict with Vietnam and Philip- 
pines in the South China Sea) and 
the evolving geopolitics in the 
Indo-Pacific region are turning 
out to be major challenges. India 
proved itself to be a net security 
provider in the Indian Ocean re- 
gion and is now seeking to extend 
its role to the Indo-Pacific region 
through an increasing number of 
strategic dialogues with like- 
minded nations within the region. 

Transcending the existing 
ASEAN framework, India’s en- 
gagement with other major pow- 
ers, including the US, Japan, and 
Australia through initiatives such 
as QUAD (Quadrilateral Security 
Dialogue), although initiated in 
2007, was only revived in 2017 
and gained traction with six lead- 
ers level summit between 2021 
and 2024. According to C Raja 
Mohan, Professor, National Uni- 
versity of Singapore, “For India, 
the challenge is to make a sus- 
tained effort to address ASEAN’s 
concerns over the Quad. New 
Delhi must also ensure that the 
Quad will not only coexist with 
ASEAN, but also complement 
ASEAN’s efforts for regional 
peace and security.” 

The high-level visits such as Dr 
S Jaishankar’s official visit to Sin- 
gapore, the Philippines, Malaysia, 
and Laos and Narendra Modi’s 
visit to Brunei (first by an Indian 
Prime Minister) and Singapore 
are a testament to it. India’s sup- 
port for the Philippines’ right to 
protect its territorial sovereignty 
in the South China Sea and its 
supply of the BrahMos missile 
system in early 2022 reflects the 
nation’s nascent but expanding 
trajectory of defence exports to 
Southeast Asia. 


Other countries such as Thai- 
land, Indonesia, and Vietnam also 
evinced keen interest in procur- 
ing defence exports from India. 
India and Vietnam also joined a 
logistics military pact in 2022 
which enabled two countries to 
access each other’s military bases 
to enhance the existing defence 
cooperation. An increased num- 
ber of joint exercises, broad-based 
dialogues on capacity building 
and defence collaboration with 
countries of the region prove that 
the Act East Policy is giving equal 
importance to the economy as 
well as defence to expand its 
sphere of influence in this strate- 
gically significant region. 

With the inclusion of the Indo- 
Pacific in Act East, India desired to 


balance China’s rise and its domi- 
nance within the region. The mar- 
itime domain is becoming increas- 
ingly central to securing the 
government’s strategic and eco- 
nomic interests in the Indian 
Ocean, where tensions between 
China and other powers like the 
US, Australia and Japan are rising. 

India must effectively manage 
its affairs at the domestic, re- 
gional and global levels to play an 
active and influential role in shap- 
ing the evolving global order in 
the Indo-Pacific, rather than 
solely using it as a tool to enhance 
its economic stature. In interna- 
tional relations, as in the adage “A 
smooth sea never made a skilled 
sailor,” it is through persistent 


diplomatic engagement and the 
resolute pursuit of ambitious 
policies that nations such as India 
can attain significant power and 
influence in the midst of changing 
geopolitical configurations as the 
‘Act East Policy’ enters its fourth 
decade. 


(Anudeep Gujjeti is a PhD can- 
didate, University of Hyderabad, 
Research Associate, Council for 
Social Development, and Young 
Leader, Pacific Forum, USA. 

Dr Akhil Kumar is a PhD, 
Department of Political Sci- 
ence, University of Hyderabad) 
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SRINAGAR 

2 terrorists 
gunned down 
yy 


Two terrorists were 
killed as security forces 
foiled an infiltration bid 
along the Line of Con- 
trol in Jammu and 
Kashmir’s Kupwara dis- 
trict, the Army said on 
Saturday. “Two terror- 
ists have been elimi- 
nated by the security 
forces in the ongoing 
operation,” the Army’s 
Srinagar-based Chinar 
Corps said. The Corps 
had earlier in a post on 
X said that a gun battle 
ensued when troops 
spotted suspicious 
activity in Kupwara’s 
Gugaldhar. The Army 
said it has discovered 
war-like stores from 
the encounter zone 
which is still being 
searched. pri 


NEW DELHI 

NIA conducts 
major raids 

V 


In a joint operation, the 
National Investigation 
Agency and the Anti- 
Terrorist Squad carried 
out a series of coordi- 
nated raids across mul- 
tiple locations in Maha- 
rashtra on Saturday 
and detained four indi- 
viduals involved in anti- 
national activities. The 
raids were conducted 
at Chhatrapati Samb- 
hajinagar, Malegaon 
and Jalna as part of a 
larger nationwide 
crackdown on terror 
conspiracy and funding 
cases. Those detained 
are suspected of being 
involved in anti-na- 
tional activities, with 
potential links to ter- 
rorist organisations 
operating in Jammu 
and Kashmir. ans 


PATNA 


‘10 lakh jobs 
in one year’ 
V 


Bihar Chief Minister 
Nitish Kumar on Satur- 
day announced that his 
government will pro- 
vide 10 lakh jobs in the 
next one year. While 
chairing JD-U’s execu- 
tive committee meet- 
ing in Patna, the Chief 
Minister highlighted 
his administration’s 
track record. “Around 
24 lakh people have al- 
ready been employed 
during our tenure and 
10 lakh people will be 
employed in one year,” 
he said. The CM reaf- 
firmed his commit- 
ment to seek special 
status for Bihar, high- 
lighting the State’s 
need for additional re- 
sources to address on- 
going challenges. tans 


SHIMLA 

HP mosque 
demolition 
V 


The Shimla Municipal 
Commissioner ordered 
demolition of the top 
three unauthorised 
storeys of the Sanjauli 
mosque and gave two 
months time to the 
Waaf Board to execute 
its orders. The Muslim 
Welfare Committee in 
a representation had 
offered to demolish the 
unauthorised storeys 
themselves. The 
demolition will be done 
at the cost of Wakf 
Board. Hindu organisa- 
tions have been 
protesting against the 
unauthorised construc- 
tion in the mosque and 
demanding the demoli- 
tion of the illegal 
storeys. pT! 
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‘Urban naxals 
steer Congress’ 


Modi accuses party of looting poor for selfish politics 


PTI 
WASHIM 


Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
on Saturday alleged that the Con- 
gress is being run by a “gang of 
urban naxals”, and asked people 
to unite to defeat the “dangerous 
agenda” of that party. 

He also accused the Congress 
of looting the poor and not im- 
proving their condition for its 
selfish politics. “They (Congress) 
think that if we all unite, then 
their agenda to divide the country 
will fail,” Modi said, addressing a 
rally in Washim district of Maha- 
rashtra after launching various 
projects. “Congress only knows 
how to loot the poor and keep 
them poor for its selfish politics. 
It only knows how to divide peo- 
ple. We have to be alert and re- 
main united. Congress is run by a 
gang of urban Naxals,” he alleged. 

Everyone can see how closely 
Congress stands with those peo- 
ple who do not harbour good in- 
tentions for India, Modi said. 
“Drugs worth thousands of 
crores were seized in Delhi re- 
cently. A Congress leader is sus- 
pected to be the kingpin. Con- 
gress wants to contest elections 
from the money it gets by push- 
ing the youth towards drugs,” he 


Prime Minister Narendra Modi during the inauguration of the Banjara 
Virasat Museum in Washim district of Maharashtra on Saturday. — Photo: PTI 


said. The Indian Youth Congress 
had said on October 3 that Tushar 
Goel, the suspected kingpin, was 
expelled from the organisation on 
October 17, 2022, for anti-party 
activities, soon after BJP 
spokesperson and MP Sudhanshu 
Trivedi charged the opposition 
party with having links with the 
drug dealers. 

Modi alleged that Congress’ 
thinking has been foreign from 
the very beginning. “Like the 
British rule, this Congress family 
also does not consider Dalits, 


backward and tribals as their 
equals. They feel that India 
should be ruled by only one fam- 
ily. That is why they have always 
maintained a derogatory attitude 
towards the Banjara community,” 
he said.“Saints from the Banjara 
community inspired culture and 
spiritualism. Britishers harassed 
the community, but when they 
left, successive Congress govern- 
ments continued the trend and 
prevented the community from 
coming into the mainstream,” the 
PM alleged. 


‘No use bowing 
efore Shivaji’ 


Rahul takes a dig at Modi, says will scrap cap on quota 


PTI 
KOLHAPUR 


Congress leader Rahul Gandhi on 
Saturday said removing the exist- 
ing 50 per cent cap on reservation 
is necessary to protect the Consti- 
tution, and asserted that the 
I.N.D.LA bloc will ensure the pas- 
sage of laws to this effect in Parlia- 
ment. The Leader of the Opposi- 
tion in Lok Sabha also attacked the 
BJP-led government, saying there 
was no use of bowing before Shiv- 
aji Maharaj after “scaring people, 
destroying the Constitution and 
institutions in the country”. 

Holding a copy of the Constitu- 
tion, Gandhi called it a symbol of 
Shivaji’s ideas. Speaking at the 
‘Samvidhan Samman Sammelan’ 
here, Gandhi said the Congress 
and ILN.D.LA bloc will also bring 
out laws to enable a caste-based 
census. “We will ensure in Lok 
Sabha and Rajya Sabha that the 50 
per cent cap on reservation is re- 
moved and no power can stop it. 
Removing this 50 per cent limit is 
necessary to protect the Constitu- 
tion,” he said. 

Gandhi said when his party talks 
of caste census, it wants to add two 
more aspects to it: to identify the 
population of each community and 
how much control they have over 


India’s financial system. 
The caste-based census will 
help gather data on the pop- 
ulation of various commu- 
nities. He said the doors of 
opportunities are being 
closed on 90 per cent of the 
country’s population. 
Ninety top IAS officers de- 
cide India’s budget but only 
three belong to the OBC 
communities, which form 
at least 50 per cent of the 
country’s population. 

Dalits and Adivasis (trib- 
als) comprise 15 per cent 
and eight per cent, respec- 
tively, of India’s population 
but have only three and one 
such officer, according to 
the Congress leader. He 
said the caste census is like 
getting an X-ray done to 
identify anomalies but the 
BJP and the RSS are op- 
posed to it as they don’t 
want the “truth” to come 
out. The history of Dalits or 
OBCs was not being taught 
in schools, he said, alleging 
that efforts are being made 
to erase that history. 

The Congress leader said the 
public sector is being privatised, 
and stressed that it should be 
termed de-reservation. He accused 


Congress leader Rahul Gandhi during the 
‘Constitution Samman Sammelan’ in Kolhapur 
on Saturday. — Photo: PTI 


the RSS and BJP of doing this for 
years. Further, Rahul Gandhi 
called the Agniveer scheme a ploy 
to snatch pension from 90 per cent 
of people. 


Ghee supplied for laddus 
not made at TN dairy: Report 


TIRUPATI 


Eight tankers of alleged 
adulterated ghee, which ar- 
rived at Tirumala Tirupati 
Devasthanam in June and 
July for making laddu 
prasadam, had not origi- 
nated from the Tamil Nadu- 
based supplier who was 
given the contract, reveals a 
confidential document. 

Records of the Commer- 
cial Taxes Department of 
Andhra Pradesh show that 
all eight trucks received 
from supplier AR Dairy 
Food Pvt Ltd, Dindigul, 
Tamil Nadu, did not origi- 
nate in their dairy. Based on 
e-invoices, e-way bills and 
tanker transport docu- 
ments, the department 
found that all eight vehicles 
originated from Vaishnavi 
Dairy Speciality Pvt Ltd, 
Tirupati, and travelled to 
Dindigul and then round- 
tripped to TTD. This was a 
violation of tender condi- 
tions as trading of ghee was 
not allowed. 

The e-invoices indicate 
that the same vehicles from 
Vaishnavi to AR Diary were 


Devotees happy with laddu 


quality, says Naidu in Tirumala 


TIRUPATI: Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N Chan- 
drababu Naidu on Saturday said devotees visiting Lord 
Venkateswara temple on Tirumala hills have expressed 
satisfaction over the quality of laddu prasadam. Ad- 
dressing media persons after inaugurating the Vakulaa- 
matha centralised kitchen established by the TTD on 
Tirumala hills, Naidu said besides setting up labs for 
checking the quality of ingredients used to make laddu 
prasadam, if required, the TTD may also consult IIT at 
Tirupati to take its suggestions on the processes at 
Tirumala. “Several people expressed happiness saying 
that they were satisfied (with /addu quality). We have 
seen several incidents (during the previous regime) of 
people expressing dissatisfaction over the quality of 
laddu. They agitated on that issue which is not auspi- 
cious. Those issues were ignored previously. Today we 
are taking the feedback from the devotees,” he said. pri 


diverted to TTD. The docu- 
ments show that even 
Vaishnavi Dairy did not 
make this ghee. It was fur- 
ther procured from Bhole 
Baba Organic Dairy Milk 
Pvt Ltd in Uttarakhand. 
Bhole Baba and Vaishnavi 
allegedly share the same di- 
rectors. According to the 
document, Bhole Baba sold 


all eight trucks of ghee to 
Vaishnavi at Rs 412 and 403 
per kg. Vaishnavi allegedly 
adulterated the ghee and 
supplied it to AR Dairy at Rs 
318.57 per kg. AR Dairy sup- 
plied the same ghee to TTD 
at Rs 319 per kg. On a re- 
quest by TTD, the Commer- 
cial Taxes Department ver- 
ified the facts. ians 


WB jr docs begin 
fast unto death 


KOLKATA 


Junior doctors, protesting 
over the rape and murder of 
their colleague at the RG 
Kar hospital, went on fast 
unto death on Saturday, 
claiming that their demands 
were not fulfilled by the 
West Bengal government. 
With three days left be- 
fore the Durga Puja festivi- 
ties start, the doctors had on 
Friday begun a_ sit-in 
demonstration at the Dorina 
Crossing in Dharmatala in 
the heart of Kolkata, setting 
a 24-hour deadline for the 
state government to fulfil 


their demands. “The State 
government has failed the 
deadline and hence we are 
starting the fast unto death, 
which will continue till our 
demands are fulfilled. To 
maintain transparency, we 
have installed CCTV cam- 
eras at the dais where our 
colleagues are holding the 
fast,” a junior doctor said. 
“We joined duty last (Fri- 
day) night but will not eat 
anything,” he said, adding 
that six junior doctors were 
sitting on fast. 

The State will be held re- 
sponsible if any doctor fell 
ill during the fast, he said. eri 


Girl gang-raped 
during Navratri 


VADODARA 


A teenage girl was al- 
legedly raped by unidenti- 
fied persons, who re- 
strained her male friend, 
ona deserted stretch on the 
outskirts of Gujarat’s 
Vadodara city, police said 
on Saturday. 

The alleged crime was 
committed on a Navratri 
night when revellers come 
out in large numbers to 
participate in garba events 
organised throughout the 
city. The survivor told the 
police that she had gone 
out to meet her childhood 
friend at the city’s 
Laxmipura area at around 
11 pm, said police. pri 


Haryana records over 60% voter turnout 
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Elderly voters walk past a queue at a polling station during the Haryana Assembly elections in Ghasera village in Nuh district on 
Saturday. — Photo: PTI 


CHANDIGARH 


Over 60 per cent polling was 
recorded in the Haryana as- 
sembly elections on Satur- 
day in which the ruling BJP 
is eyeing a third term and 
the Congress seeking a 
comeback after a decade. 
Officials said polling, 
which closed at 6 pm, went 
on smoothly barring a clash 


in Nuh between supporters 
of two candidates which left 
three persons injured. Ac- 
cording to the data available 
at 5 pm, 61 per cent polling 
has been registered and it 
will further increase once all 
information comes in. 

The BJP, Congress, the 
INLD-BSP and the JJP-Azad 
Samaj Party alliances and 
Aam Aadmi Party are the 


key parties contesting the 
polls. A total of 1,031 candi- 
dates are in the fray, includ- 
ing 101 women and 464 In- 
dependent nominees. 
Counting is on October 8. 
Among the top names in 
the fray are Chief Minister 
Nayab Singh Saini, BJP’s 
Anil Vij and OP Dhankar, 
Congress’s Bhupinder Singh 
Hooda and Vinesh Phogat, 


INLD’s Abhay Singh Chau- 
tala and JJP’s Dushyant 
Chautala. Haryana Jan 
Sevak Party nominee from 
Meham Balraj Kundu ac- 
cused former MLA Anand 
Singh Dangi of assaulting 
him and his assistant at a 
polling booth. In Nuh, Con- 
gress workers clashed with 
supporters of independent 
candidate Rahish Khan. pti 


No entry for traitors: Uddhav 


MUMBAI 


Shiv Sena (UBT) chief Ud- 
dhav Thackeray on Satur- 
day said no “traitor” will be 
given entry into the party 
after they turn “jobless” in 
one-and-half months, a ref- 
erence to the Maharashtra 
assembly polls likely to be 
held in November. 

The Shiv Sena split in 
June 2022 after Eknath 
Shinde led a_ rebellion 


against Thackeray, causing 
the Maha Vikas Aghadi gov- 
ernment to fall. Since then, 
Thackeray and the Shiv 
Sena (UBT) have routinely 
referred to Shinde and his 
band of rebels as “traitors”. 
Addressing a job fair or- 
ganised by his party, Thack- 
eray claimed the people of 
the state will show the BJP 
and the Eknath Shinde-led 
Shiv Sena its place in the as- 
sembly polls. “After one- 


and-half months, these trai- 
tors (MLAs, MPs who re- 
belled against the party) will 
come to us for jobs because 
they will be jobless. lam not 
going to give a job to any 
traitor after the polls,” 
Thackeray said. 

In a further swipe at the 
Shinde government, he also 
said his party, after coming 
to power, will take “ac- 
count” of the loot of state re- 
sources. Pri 


Online booking mandatory for this year’s Sabarimala pilgrimage 


THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 


As the annual Mandalam- 
Makaravilakku pilgrimage 
season is just a month away 
in Sabarimala, the Kerala 
government on Saturday 
said pilgrims would be per- 


mitted through online book- 
ing only this year and dar- 
shan would be ensured to a 
maximum of 80,000 people 
a day at the Lord Ayyappa 
shrine. At the time of virtual 
queue booking, the pilgrims 
would get a chance to 


choose their travel route 
too, a CMO statement said. 
The decisions were taken 
during an evaluation meet- 
ing chaired by Chief Minis- 
ter Pinarayi Vijayan here to 
take stock of the prepara- 
tions for the upcoming pil- 


grimage season, it said. Ac- 
cording to sources, the deci- 
sion was taken to regulate 
the heavy rush during the 
pilgrimage season. 

Stating that necessary fa- 
cilities would be provided 
for the devotees on the tra- 


ditional forest path, the au- 
thorities said that if vehicles 
needed to be regulated dur- 
ing peak times, necessary 
areas would be identified for 
parking and basic infrastruc- 
ture would be provided 
there. More parking facili- 


ties are being arranged at 
Nilakkal and Pampa this 
time, the CMO said, adding 
that maintenance of roads 
and parking grounds will be 
completed soon. Vishudhi 
Sena personnel will undergo 
health checks. er 


SC dismisses 

pleas seeking 
review of poll 
bond ruling 


NEW DELHI 


The Supreme Court has 
dismissed a batch of pleas 
seeking review of its Feb- 
ruary 15 verdict, which had 
scrapped the Modi govern- 
ment’s electoral bonds 
scheme of anonymous po- 
litical funding. 

A Bench of CJI DY Chan- 
drachud and Justices Sanjiv 
Khanna, BR Gavai, JB Par- 
diwala and Manoj Misra 
said there is no error ap- 
parent on the face of the 
record. The top court also 
rejected the prayer for list- 
ing the review petitions in 
an open court. 

The review pleas filed by 
advocate Mathews J Ne- 
dumpara and others con- 
tended that the matter falls 
in the domain of legislative 
and executive policy. eri 
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IMPHAL 
Explosives, 
arms seized 
V 


A team of Manipur Po- 
lice and Assam Rifles 
seized arms and explo- 
sives during a search 
operation at Khengmol 
hill in Churachandpur 
district. The team 
seized one tear gas 
gun, country-made 9 
mm pistol with maga- 
zine, five 12 bore single 
barrel guns, live ammu- 
nition, 13 improvised 
mortar shells and five 
heavy mortars. The po- 
lice along with mem- 
bers of Kuilong author- 
ity destroyed five acres 
of suspected poppy 
plants last week. pr 


NEW DELHI 

Dy Guv term 
extended 

WF 


The government has 
extended the term of 
RBI Deputy Governor M 
Rajeshwar Rao for a pe- 
riod of one year. The 
Appointments Com- 
mittee of the Cabinet 
approved re-appoint- 
ment of Rao for a one 
year with effect from 
October 9, 2024 or 
until further orders, 
sources said quoting a 
GO dated October 4. 
The ACC is headed by 
Prime Minister Naren- 
dra Modi. Rao was ap- 
pointed as RBI Deputy 
Governor in October 
2020 for a period of 
three years. et 


INSURANCE 


Become an Life Insurance Advisor with 
TATA-AIA. Work from anywhere 100% 
Digitally. Unlimited Income, Growth & Inter- 
national Trips Every Month. Part Time / Full 


Time. Call/WhatsApp: 9505931826. 
[1T-8398] 


|, P YASHWANTH, S/o. PAVULURI RAVI KUMAR 
Service, No: 10329880A, Rank: L/NK, Name: 
PAVULURI YASHWANTH, Unit: 125 Inf Bn (TA) THE 
GUARDS C/o. 56 APO, Residing at H.No. 6-2-419, 
Vill: NIZAMABAD, PO: NIZAMABAD, Teh: NIZAMABAD, 
Dist: NIZAMABAD, State: TELANGANA, 
Pin: 503002, | have changed my name from P 
YASHWANTH TO PAVULURI YASHWANTH, and 
My Date of Birth is 30/08/1990 Affidavit Singed 


By advocate and Notary B yadagiri MMCP BA LLB 
(1T-8402] 


|, MOHAMMAD YOUSUF ALI S/o. 
MOHAMMAD JAFFER ALI R/O Flat No- 
302 Key Newland Apartment Rajendra 
nagar K V Rangareddy Telangana- 
500030 changed my minor Daughter’s 
name from AMAIRAH SIDDIQUA to 


AFEEFA MUSKAAN aged 6 Years. 
(1T-8324] 


1, SWARNA LATHA MEDARI alias 
SWARNALATHA JAIHIND D/o. 
YELLAIAH KOMMU W/O JAIHIND 
MEDARI R/O 2-48/140 Telecom 
Nagar Gachibowli K V Rangareddy 
Telangana-500032 changed my 


name to SWARNA LATHA JAIHIND. 
(1T-8324] 


|, MOHAMMADI NEELOFOUR (old 
name) R/o. H.No. 6-1-141, Flat No. 
201, Vani Kutir, Padmarao Nagar, 
Secunderabad-500025, Telangana 
State, have changed my name as 
SHAIK MOHAMMADI NELEOFAR 
(New Name) for all records purpose. 
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Gold prices 
up amid crisis 
in West Asia 


Conflict keeps buyers position intact 


IANS 


NEW DELHI 


Gold prices continue to rise 
amid heightened tension in 
the West Asia, as the pre- 
cious metal saw a definitive 
surge this week. The Iran- 
Israel conflict has kept buy- 
ers position intact even after 
prices were overbought. 
Gold prices experienced a 
minor increase on Saturday 
as the cost of 24 carat gold 
was Rs 7,785.3 per gram in 
the morning trade, reflect- 
ing an increase of Rs 120. 
The cost of 22 carat gold 
was Rs 7,138.3 per gm, an in- 
crease of Rs 110 from Friday. 
According to Narinder 
Wadhwa, Managing Direc- 
tor at SKI Capital Services 
Ltd, in times of geopolitical 
instability, particularly in 
West Asia, gold often serves 
as a safe haven, while crude 
oil prices react sharply to 
concerns over supply dis- 
ruptions. “The uncertainty 
fuels a flight to safety in gold 
and drives energy markets 
to speculate on potential oil 
shortages, making both 
commodities a barometer of 


Continued easing of interest rates will keep gold buyers interested, 
feel trade analysts. 


global risk sentiment,” said 
Wadhwa. 

Trade analysts anticipate 
that continued easing of in- 
terest rates will keep gold 
buyers interested. However, 
gold prices dropped by 0.2 
per cent to $2,649.69 per 
ounce globally, as US job 
growth increased in Sep- 
tember as the unemploy- 
ment rate slipped to 4.1 per 
cent. US markets closed 
higher on Friday after a 
stronger-than-expected jobs 
data. According to analysts, 
if geopolitical conditions 


turn further unfavourable 
over the weekend, gold 
prices could further acceler- 
ate. Amid the volatility in 
global markets, including in 
India, market watchers have 
advised investors to stay 
calm as the situation is likely 
to improve soon. Stock in- 
vestors are monitoring the 
escalating conflict in West 
Asia. The pessimism on the 
market is expected to con- 
tinue in the near term amid 
rising crude prices and fund 
flows to cheaper markets 
like China. 


Make Kannada 
State's business 
language: Sidda 
RAICHUR (KARNATAKA) 


Chief Minister Siddarama- 
iah on Saturday gave a 
clarion call to the people of 
Karnataka to make Kan- 
nada their ‘business lan- 
guage’. 

Speaking at an event to 
celebrate 50 years of nam- 
ing the erstwhile Mysore 
state as Karnataka, the CM 
appealed to people to 
make Karnataka a Kannada 
State. 

“All the people living 
here are Kannadigas. No 
matter what your home 
language is, the ‘business 
language’ should be Kan- 
nada. Kannada should be 
the main and first language 
in the State,” he said. 

“Learn every language, 
but Kannada should be the 
official language in the 
State,” he added. Dwelling 
on the Gokak agitation, 
which was related to grant- 
ing Kannada the first lan- 
guage status in the state, 
the chief minister said the 
‘Kannada Kavalu Samiti’ 
was formed to create an at- 
mosphere for Kannada to 
prosper in Karnataka. 
Later, the committee be- 
came the Kannada Devel- 
opment Authority, he ex- 
plained. 

Siddaramaiah asked peo- 
ple to respect all languages, 
learn as many languages as 
possible but never be gen- 
erous to give up Kannada, 
the language of this land. 
On the occasion, the chief 
minister felicitated senior 
Kannada activists and lead- 
ers of Gokak agitation. pri 


Major glitch hits IndiGo 
operations across India 


Unable to board flights or book tickets, 
several fliers stranded in airports 


‘3 OT eee he » = 
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The airline said they are experiencing a temporary system slowdown across their network. 


NEW DELHI 


Low-cost airline major In- 
diGo on Saturday experi- 
enced a major network out- 
age, disrupting _ flight 
operations and ground serv- 
ices across the nation. 

The technical glitch left 
several air travellers 
stranded across airports as 
they were unable to board 
flights or book tickets, lead- 
ing to significant delays. “It’s 
good to invest in new air- 
crafts but how about im- 
proving the ground services 
(at Bangalore T1 for the last 
one hour). Additional coun- 
ters are required, disturbing 


to see old people suffering. 
@DGCAIndia please no- 
tice,” an affected flier posted 
on X social media platform. 
“Technical glitch at @In- 
diGoGE. Airport looks like a 
railway station”, another 
commented. The airline 
said in a statement that they 
are “currently experiencing 
a temporary system slow- 
down across our network, 
affecting our website and 
booking system.”“As a re- 
sult, customers may face in- 
creased wait times, includ- 
ing slower check-ins and 
longer queues at the air- 
port”, said IndiGo. 

The airline further said 


that their airport team is 
available and fully dedi- 
cated to assisting everyone 
and ensuring a smooth jour- 
ney. “Be assured, we are 
working diligently to re- 
store stability and normalcy 
as quickly as possible”, it 
posted on X, adding that 
they “regret the inconven- 
ience caused and appreciate 
your understanding and pa- 
tience during this time”. 

A frustrated user posted 
on X: “@IndiGo6E bad situ- 
ation at Lucknow too. Flight 
6E2380 to Delhi was delayed 
by more than one hour. Pas- 
sengers waiting inside air- 
craft”. ans 


BJP MLA sent to judicial custody 


BENGALURU: A court here 


on Saturday remanded the BJP 


legislator N Munirathna Naidu from R.R. Nagar constituency in 
Karnataka “arrested in connection with a rape and honey trap- 


ping case” to judicial custody 


for 14 days. The SIT of the CID 


produced MLA Muniratha before the court on Saturday as his 


police custody ended. pt: 


CLASSIFIEDS 


1, KARNAM RAVI S/o: KARNAM VENKATESH 
RAO R/o: FLAT No: 106, TEAM ABODE, 
SERLINGAMPALLY. MY FATHERS NAME 
AS KARNAM VENKATESWARLU AS PER 
MY PASSPORT. BUT | WANT TO MY 
FATHER NAME AS KARNAM 
VENKATESH RAO AS PER AADHAR 


(1T-8273] 
1, Bodipudi Krishna S/o. Bodipudi 
Flat No.314, 
Narayanadri Block, Seven Hills Apart- 


Nageswara_ Rao, 
ments, Nizampet Road, Kukatpally, 
Hyd-85, Telangana, Changed my 


name as Bodipudi Rama Krishna. 
(1T-8273] 


I, Nusrat Unnisa Begum W/o Mirza Shafi 
Baig, R/o Plot No: 535, Golden Heights 
Colony, Rajendra Nagar, Rangareddy, T.S 


Has Changed My Name as NUSRAT UNNISA 
(17-8460) 


I, MAJID NISARAHMED KHAN S/o. 
NISARAHMED ASRAF KHAN, R/o. H.No: 17-3- 
30, Rain Bazar, Yakutpura, HYD, TS-500023 


have Changed My Name As MAJID KHAN 
[TT-8460] 


I, KARAN SINGH S/o. LATE NAR BHADUR, 
R/o. H.No: 18-9-352/1, Keshavgiri, Chandrayan 
Gutta, Hyderabad, T.S-05. Has Changed 


My Name as THAKUR KARAN SINGH 
[TT-8460] 


1, GORIPARTHI SUJATHA. R/o. P.No.9, F.No. 301, 
SRI TULAS! HOME, ARORA Cly, Rd No-3, Banjara 
Hills Hyd -500034, TS. Changed my Name as. 


GORIPARTHI SUJITHA, W/o. GORIPARTHI RAGHUVEER. 
[TT-8460] 


|, Mohammed Inmul Hassan S/o. Mohammed Abdul 
Sami, R/o.11-1-49, 'C' Class 117, Zakir Hussain Community 
Hall, Aghapura, Habeeb Nagar, Hyd -001. TS. Changed My 


Name to MOHAMMED INAMUL HASSAN" for all purposes 
[1T-8460] 


1, MOHAMMAD NAZIRODDIN. S/o. MOHAMMAD 
SAB R/o. H.No. 1-17, JAMGI K KANGTI 
SANGAREDDY Telangana-502287. Changed 


My Name to MOHAMMAD NAZEER SAB 
[1T-8460] 


PUBLIC & COURT 
NOTICE & 
CLASSIFIEDS 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
9848077857 
9182777757 


1, SHAIK FAROOQ R/o. 18-1-544/66/A, 
SADATH NAGAR, Chandrayangutta, KANDIKAL 
GATE Hyderabad T.S. | Changed My Name 
As SHAIK HASSAN S/o. SHAIK HUSSAIN 


[TT-8460] 
LOST 
|, GINKALA YADAIAH, S/o Late GINKALA 


JANGAIAH, R/o. H.No. 8-7-69/77, Indra Prastha 
Colony, Phase-Il, Hastinapuram, Saroornagar 
(M), R.R.Dist., T.S. | have lost my Passport on 
27-04-2019 vide Passport bearing No. 
£1995079, Date of Issue: 10-05-2002 and File 
No. HYDHO00407102, While shifting House. If 


anybody found please Contact: 8074409016. 
[1T-8323] 


1, ALLA JHANSI LAKSHMI, W/o. N.Koteswara 
Rao, Madhura nagar, Hyderabad - 500038 lost 
my Passport, No: E 3295927, while traveling near 


Madhuranagar. If any found, Call 9848044329 
(1T-333080] 


|, Smt. Sai Lakshmi Palur, W/o Late P.V. Ravi Kumar, 


R/o. Flat No.302, Third Floor, Sri Satya Sai Prem 
Kuteer, Srinagar Colony, Hyd-500073, T.S.,| Lost my 
original Passport Regd. No. U7391819, issued date 
13.10.2020. While | am travelling from Srinagar 
Colony to Sri Venkateswara Swamy Temple by Auto. 


If anybody found please Contact: 9963207775. 
(1T-333080] 


LOST OF DOCUMENT 
I, P HARSHA VARDHAN S/o. 
P Vijay Narsimha Raju. R/o. 
Flat No C-109, Sethi Towers, 
Renuka Enclave, Rajbhavan 
Road, Somajiguda, Hyderabad, 
have lost my Original property 
Sale Deed Link Documents 
No. 941/1999 & 5296/2000. 
lost in transit on 16/9/24 while 
travelling from Kompally to my 
office. if anyone finds the said 


at above mentioned address 


9948011399 
9866077013 


appropriate enquiries while 
responding to advertisements 
in these columns Telangana 
Publications Pvt. Ltd. does 
not vouch for any claims 
made by the Advertisers. The 
Printer, Publisher, Editor and 
Owner of Telangana Publi- 
cations Pvt. Ltd. Shall not be 
held responsible / liable 
for any consequences, in 
case such claims are 
found to be false. 


Short range air defence system test successful 


NEW DELHI 


In another major achieve- 
ment for point protection 
against aerial threats on the 
battlefield, India has suc- 
cessfully conducted three 
flight tests of the fourth- 
generation, technically-ad- 
vanced miniaturised Very 
Short Range Air Defence 
System (VSHORADS), the 
Defence Ministry an- 
nounced on Saturday. 

The flight tests were 
conducted by the Defence 
Research and Develop- 
ment Organisation 
(DRDO) at the Pokhran 
Field Firing Ranges in Ra- 
jasthan on Thursday and 
Friday. The tests were car- 
ried out against high-speed 
targets, | demonstrating 
very critical parameters of 
maximum range and maxi- 
mum altitude interception. 

These development tri- 
als showcased the repeata- 
bility of the hit-to-kill capa- 
bility of the weapon system 
in various target engage- 
ment scenarios covering 
approaching, receding, and 
crossing modes. “The de- 
velopment of VSHORADS 
missiles has been com- 
pleted and two production 
agencies have been en- 
gaged in the Development 
cum Production Partner 


(DcPP) mode. 
In these trials, the mis- 
siles realised through 


DcPPs have been success- 


Amethi 
murder: 
Accused shot 
in leg 

AMETHI (UP) 


The man accused of 
gunning down an en- 
tire Dalit family in 
Amethi allegedly over 
an affair with the de- 
ceased teacher’s wife 
was shot at by the po- 
lice in his leg on Satur- 
day when he tried to 
snatch gun from an 
officer. 

Sunil Kumar (35), a 
government school 
teacher, his 32-year-old 
wife Poonam and their 
two daughters, Drishti 
and Suni, aged six 
and one respectively, 
were shot dead in 
the Ahorwa Bhawani 
area of Amethi on 
Thursday. eri 


DRDO successfully flight-tests 4th Generation Very Short Range Air Defence System at Pokhran Field Firing Ranges. — Photo: PTI 


fully used, thus paving the 
way for early user trials 
and production in a short 
time span in line with 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi-led Govern- 
menta€™s vision of 
a4€”~ Aatmanirbhar 
Bharata€™,” the Defence 
Ministry said in a state- 
ment. VSHORADS is a 
man-portable air defence 
system designed and de- 
veloped indigenously by 
Research Centre Imarat 
(RCD in collaboration with 
other DRDO laboratories 
and DcPPs. ians 


‘Will lead in export of defence systems’ 


CHHATRAPATI SAMBHA- 
JINAGAR: India will be 
among the leading ex- 
porters of defence equip- 
ment in ten years, and the 
imports will come down 
to five to ten per cent, 
DRDO Chairman Samir V 
Kamat said here on Satur- 
day. 

Kamat said the coun- 
try’s defence imports 
have been decreasing, 


and out of the capital ac- 
quisition budget last year, 
nearly 90 per cent was 
used on indigenous sys- 
tems. Kamat was speak- 
ing at Chhatrapati Shahu 
College of Engineering, 
where he inaugurated the 
Defence Innovation Chal- 
lenge for Excellence 
(DICE) organised by the 
Marathwada Accelerator 
for Growth and Incubation 


ICMR to study efficacy of PCOS 
drugs in improving fertility 


NEW DELHI 


research body, ICMR, 

will undertake a study 
to evaluate the efficacy of 
two Polycystic Ovarian 
Syndrome (PCOS) drugs 
in improving fertility and 
birth outcomes among 
women suffering from the 
ovarian condition. The 
drugs that have been 
recommended by experts 
for this purpose are 
Metformin and Inositol 
which are used in the 
treatment of the 
condition. 

The ICMR has recently 
invited expression of 
interest (EOD): “To 
undertake a multi-centric 
randomised controlled 


[ise apex health 


trial for evaluating the 
efficacy of Metformin vs 
Inositol to improve 
fertility and birth 
outcomes among PCOS 
women”. 

Polycystic Ovarian 
Syndrome (PCOS) is a 
complex disorder ranging 
from mild to severe 
disruptions in 
reproductive, endocrine 
and metabolic functions, 
with key features 
including irregular 
menstrual periods 
(anovulation), 
hyperandrogenism, 
insulin resistance and 
abnormal gonadotropin 
secretion. The prevalence 
of infertility in women 
with PCOS is high, 
varying between 70 and 


80 per cent, the ICMR 
said in the EoI document. 
Moreover, PCOS 
women have been found 
to have increased preva- 
lence of pregnancy com- 
plications and less 
favourable pregnancy 
outcomes (live births, 
miscarriage, pregnancy 
rate) compared with 
women without PCOS, it 
stated. In contemporary 
practice, the use of Met- 
formin and Inositol for 
the treatment of PCOS is 
widespread. “However, 
present evidence on the 
efficacy of these two 
drugs in terms of im- 
provement in fertility and 
other related outcomes is 
insufficient,” the ICMR 
said in a document. pri 


Council (MAGIC). “It is 
true that ten years ago, 
we were leading im- 
porters of defence sys- 
tems. But if we look at last 
year’s figures, out of our 
capital acquisition 
budget, nearly 90 per cent 
was used on indigenous 
systems. | am confident 
that in ten years the im- 
ports will be negligible,” 
he added. pr 


Jnanpith 
awardee’s 
house robbed 


KOZHIKODE 


Twenty-six gold sover- 
eigns worth Rs 1.5 million 
were stolen from Jnanpith 
award winner MT Vasude- 
van Nair’s home in Kerala’s 
Kozhikode. The 91-year- 
old, one of Kerala’s most 
popular literary figures and 
his wife were away from 
their home in the last week 
of September. 

A few days after their re- 
turn his wife thought that 
the gold ornaments were 
kept in the bank locker. But 
after they checked the bank 
locker, they realised it was 
kept at home and had been 
stolen. 

On Friday, Nair’s wife, 
Saraswathi registered a 
complaint with the local 
police station. ans 
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ABUJA (NIGERIA) 


Cholera kills 
359 so far 


V 


An outbreak of cholera 
has killed at least 359 
people in 33 Nigerian 
states including the 
state of Lagos between 
January and September 
this year. In an update 
on the cholera out- 
break in Nigeria in the 
capital city Abuja on 
Friday, the Nigeria Cen- 
ter for Disease Control 
and Prevention (NCDC) 
confirmed a surge in 
the number of sus- 
pected cases, which 
has risen to 10,837 this 
year. IANS 


KINSHASA 


Mpox 
vaccination 
ava 


The Democratic 
Republic of the Congo 
(DRC) will launch its 
first phase of the 
vaccination campaign 
on Saturday, DRC 
Health Minister Roger 
Kamba announced. The 
vaccination, initially 
scheduled for Wednes- 
day, will start from 
Goma, the capital of 
North Kivu Province, 
where the most sexu- 
ally transmissible clade 
2b of the virus is ram- 
pant, reports Xinhua 
news agency. ians 


ABUJA 


Boat mishap: 
Toll rises to 42 
Bra 


The death toll of a boat 
accident earlier this 
week in Niger State in 
central Nigeria has 
risen to 42, a local offi- 
cial reported. Accord- 
ing to the official, more 
bodies were recovered 
on Friday morning. Ab- 
dullahi Baba-Arah, 
head of the State Emer- 
gency Management 
Agency, told reporters 
that at least 17 more 
bodies had been recov- 
ered since Thursday, 
six of them found early 
on Friday. ians 


WORLD 


News from 


Israel bombards 


coos beirut suburbs 


Thousands flee widening war; 2 Hamas officials killed in strikes 


Smoke rises after an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh of Lebanon on Saturday. — Photo: AP 


Bibi trying to influence US polls? 


AP 
LEBANON 


Israel expanded its bombardment 
in Lebanon on Saturday, hitting 
Beirut’s southern suburbs with a 
dozen airstrikes and striking a 
Palestinian refugee camp deep in 
the north for the first time as it 
targeted both Hezbollah and 


Hamas fighters. 
Thousands 


tant group said. 


Hamas later said another mili- 
tary wing member was killed in 
an Israeli strike in Lebanon’s east- 
ern Bekaa Valley. Israel’s military 
said it killed two senior officials 


of people 
Lebanon, including Palestinian 
refugees, continued to flee the 
widening conflict in the region, 
while rallies were held around the 
world marking the approaching 
anniversary of the start of the war 
in Gaza. Israel’s attack on the Bed- 
dawi camp near Lebanon’s north- 
ern city of Tripoli killed an official 
with Hamas’ military wing along 
with his wife and two young 
daughters, the Palestinian mili- 


for Prime Minister Ben- 


he did not know whether 
the Israeli leader was 
holding up a Mideast 
peace deal in order to in- 
in fluence the outcome of 
the 2024 US presidential 
election. “No administra- 
tion has helped Israel 
more than | have, none. 
None, none. And | think 
Bibi should remember 


the Israeli leader by his 
nickname. 


ing to influence the elec- 
tion, | do not know but | 


am not counting on that.” 


Biden, in a rare appear- 
ance in the White House 
press briefing room, was 


made by one of his allies, 


with Hamas’ military wing in 
Lebanon, where fighting has esca- 


lated in recent weeks. Israel has 
killed several Hamas officials 
there since the Israel-Hamas war 


began, in addition to most of the 


top leadership of the Lebanon- 


based Hezbollah. 


At least 1,400 Lebanese, also in- 
cluding civilians and paramedics, 
have been killed and 1.2 million 
were driven from homes in less 
than two weeks. Plumes of smoke 
dominated the skyline over 
Beirut’s densely populated south- 
ern suburbs, where Hezbollah has 
a strong presence. Israel says it is 
targeting Hezbollah commanders 
and military equipment and aims 
to drive the militant group away 


from shared borders. 


The Iranian-backed Hezbollah, 
the strongest armed force in 
Lebanon, began firing rockets 
into Israel almost immediately 
after Hamas’ Oct. 7 attack, calling 
it a show of support for the Pales- 
tinians. Hezbollah and Israel’s 
military have traded fire almost 
daily. Last week, Israel launched 
what it called a limited ground 
operation into southern Lebanon 
after a series of attacks killed 
longtime Hezbollah leader Has- 


san Nasrallah and others. 


SEOUL 


Busan on Thursday . 


WASHINGTON: President 
Joe Biden had terse words 


jamin Netanyahu and said 


that,” he said, referring to 


“And whether he is try- 


responding to comments 


A South Korean military 
aircraft brought 96 nation- 
als home from Lebanon 
on Saturday, the country’s 
Foreign Ministry said, in 
its first evacuation opera- 
tion amid escalating ten- 
sions in the region. The 
KC-330 military transport 
plane landed at Seoul Air 
Base in Seongnam, just 
south of Seoul, at around 
12:50 pm. (local time), the 
Ministry said. The mili- 
tary jet departed from 
Beirut on Friday after- 
noon after arriving earlier 
that day. It took off from 
the southeastern city of 


One Lebanese national, 
a family member of a 
South Korean citizen, was 
also on board, officials 
said, with over 30 per 
cent of those evacuated 
being minors. The evacu- 


Senator Chris Murphy, D- 
Conn., who told CNN this 
week that he was con- 
cerned Netanyahu had lit- 
tle interest in a peace deal 
in part because of US poli- 
tics. 

“1 do not think you have 
to be a hopeless cynic to 
read some of Israel’s ac- 
tions, some of Prime Min- 
ister Netanyahu’s actions, 
as connected to the 
American election,” Mur- 
phy said. Biden and Ne- 
tanyahu have long man- 
aged a complicated 
relationship, but they are 
running out of space to 
manoeuvre as their views 
on the Gaza war diverge 
and their political futures 
hang in the balance. 

For Biden, a diplomatic 
deal would help resolve a 
deep divide among De- 
mocrats over the war and 


ation plan was imple- 
mented as hostilities be- 
tween Israel and the 
Hezbollah militant group 
continued to escalate, 
making it increasingly 
difficult for foreign na- 
tionals in the Middle East 
to leave on commercial 
flights. 


shore up support for Vice 
President Kamala Harris, 
making one fewer global 
conflict for her to manage 
should she win next 
month. Netanyahu has his 
own political concerns 
closer to home: His far- 
right coalition would 
abandon him if he stopped 
the war, and he could lose 
power and have to face 
his own legal problems. 
Biden said there had 
been no decision yet on 
what type of response 
there would be toward 
Iran, though “I think if | 
were in their shoes, | 
would be thinking about 
other alternatives than 
striking oil fields.” He 
pushed back against the 
idea that he was seeking a 
meeting with Netanyahu 
to discuss the response to 
Iran. He is not, he said.” ar 


UK, S Korea fly out its citizens 


South Korean nationals and their family members arrive after 
being evacuated from Lebanon in Seongnam. — Photo: AP 


UK confirms final flight 
The UK government on 
Saturday confirmed its 
final charter plane to fly 
British nationals out of 
Lebanon as the conflict be- 
tween Hezbollah and Is- 
rael intensifies and ten- 
sions in the region 
escalate. 


Pak Army on its toes 
ahead of SCO Summit 


Officially takes over security of Islamabad 


ISLAMABAD 


Amid the fast-changing se- 
curity situation on the 
ground in Islamabad with 
violent protests, clashes, 
arrests, cellular services 
and internet blockades; the 
government of Pakistan has 
decided to hand over the 
security of the capital to 
the Pakistan Army units of- 
ficially. 

Pakistan’s capital Islam- 
abad and its twin city 
Rawalpindi, along with the 
connecting route between 
Punjab province, Federal 
Capital Islamabad and the 
Khyber Pukhtunkhwa (KP) 
province, have become bat- 
tlefields between support- 
ers of PTI and the security 
forces throughout Friday 
and is expected to continue 
through the weekend as 
well. 

With the SCO (Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization) 
summit scheduled to be 
held in Islamabad on Octo- 
ber 15-16 coupled with the 
fast aggravating security 
situation on the ground 
with fierce clashes being re- 
ported amid PTT’s call for 
protest at D-Chowk in Is- 
lamabad on October 4, the 
Federal Ministry of Interior 
has ordered handing over 
the security of the capital to 
the Pakistan Army. 

The orders have been is- 
sued under Article 245 of 
the Constitution, which 
states “The Armed Forces 
shall, under the directions 
of the Federal Government, 
defend Pakistan against ex- 
ternal aggression or threat 
of war, and, subject to law, 
act in aid to civil power 
when called upon to do so”. 
After directives from the 
ministry, army units have 
taken over security duties 
in Islamabad — a move by 
the government to main- 


Police officers fire tear gas to disperse supporters of PTI chief 
Imran Khan during a protest in Islamabad. — Photo: AP 


PTI asks Jaishankar to ‘join’ 
protest against government 


ISLAMABAD: A leader of 
jailed former premier 
Imran Khan’s Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf has in- 
vited External Affairs Min- 
ister S Jaishankar to “join” 
the party in its protest in 
Islamabad against the 
country’s government. 
Jaishankar will attend the 
Shanghai Cooperation Or- 
ganisation’s Council of 
Heads of Government 
meeting in Pakistan on 
October 15 and 16. 
Advisor to Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minis- 
ter on Information, 
Muhammad Ali Saif, while 
speaking on a Geo News 
programme on Friday, in- 
vited Jaishankar to partic- 
ipate in the protest by the 
PTI. “PTI will invite Jais- 
hankar, Indian External 
Affairs Minister, to come 


tain law and order amid es- 
calating PTI protests in the 
capital. 

Official sources con- 
firmed that the capital has 
been handed over to the 


and join PTI’s protest and 
speak to our people and 
see that Pakistan is a 
strong democracy where 
everyone has a right to 
protest,” Saif said in re- 
sponse to a question. Saif 
also said the foreign dele- 
gations would be happy to 
see the party protest. 

The PTI has been stag- 
ing protests, claiming that 
the government should 
adhere to the constitution 
and pressing for the judi- 
ciary’s independence. It is 
also demanding the re- 
lease of its 72-year-old 
founder Khan who has 
been kept in jail for more 
than a year. Khan has 
been in jail since his arrest 
on August 5, 2023. Facing 
dozens of cases, he has 
been convicted in a few of 
them. er: 


armed forces from October 
A till October 17. The role of 
the armed forces includes 
patrolling at key locations 
to safeguard citizens and 
public property. ians 


6 soldiers, 6 terrorists 
killed in Pakistan 


PESHAWAR 


Six soldiers, including an of- 
ficer, and as many terrorists 
were killed in a gunfight in 
Pakistan’s restive Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa province, the 
military said on Saturday. In 
a statement, the military’s 
media wing Inter-Services 
Public Relations (ISPR) said 
the exchange of fire took 
place on the night between 
October 4-5 at Spinwam 
area in North Waziristan 
district, bordering 
Afghanistan, during which 
six soldiers, including a 
Lieutenant Colonel, and 
“six Khwarij” were killed. 
During the “intense fire 
exchange”, 43-year-old 
Lieutenant Colonel 
Muhammad Ali Shoukat, 
who was leading the opera- 
tion against the terrorists, 
was killed along with five 
other soldiers, the state- 
ment said. Meanwhile, the 
banned Tehreek-e-Taliban 
Pakistan (TTP) has claimed 


responsibility for the attack. 
The TTP was set up as an 
umbrella group of several 
militant outfits in 2007. Pak- 
istan has officially declared 
TTP as ‘Fitna al-Khawarij’ 
and the notification by the 
Interior Ministry empha- 
sises the use of the term 
‘khariji’ along with the 
names of such terrorists. 
The Pakistani govern- 
ment has repeatedly ac- 
cused the TTP of operating 
from sanctuaries in 
Afghanistan, a claim denied 
by the Afghan Taliban. 
There has been an uptick in 
the incidents of terrorism in 
Pakistan since the Taliban 
took over the government 
in Kabul in 2021, dashing 
hopes in Islamabad that a 
friendly government in 
Afghanistan would help to 
tackle militancy. Relations 
between the two countries 
have lately become 
strained, largely because of 
the TTP but also due to fre- 
quent border skirmishes. Pt: 


70 killed in 
Haiti gang 
attack: UN 


GENEVA 


At least 70 people, includ- 
ing 10 women and three in- 
fants, were killed in a se- 
ries of gang attacks in 
Haiti, according to the 
United Nations (UN) 
Human Rights Office. The 
UN human rights body ex- 
pressed its horror over the 
attacks in a statement pub- 
lished on Friday, as re- 
ported by Xinhua news 


agency. 
UN spokesperson 
Thameen Al-Kheetan 


noted that members of the 
gang Gran Grif used auto- 
matic rifles to fire on civil- 
ians, resulting in wide- 
spread casualties and 
forcing many residents to 
flee. The attack in the town 
of Pont Sonde, Haiti’s Art- 
ibonite department, also 
left at least 16 people seri- 
ously injured, including 
two gang members who 
were wounded during an 
exchange of fire with Hait- 
ian police. ians 


Heatwave breaks 
records across US 


LOS ANGELES 


An exceptional late-season 
heat wave is scorching parts 
of US regions with record- 
breaking temperatures ex- 
pected to last into the week- 
end. “More than 70 record 
high temperatures are set to 
fall — mainly in the south- 
western US — through the 
weekend,” said the US Na- 
tional Weather Service 
(NWS) on Friday. 

The heatwave continues 
over parts of California and 
the Desert Southwest, Xin- 
hua news agency reported, 
quoting NWS. Forecasters 
said the sweltering late-sea- 
son heat wave will bring 
moderate to extreme heat 
risks across portions of the 


Weather service 
urges public to 
take proper 
precautions when 
working or playing 
outdoors 


US. About 39 million peo- 
ple in the region were 
under heat alerts earlier 
this week. 

NWS extended excessive 
heat alerts for areas near 
major cities, including Las 
Vegas, Phoenix, San Fran- 
cisco, and Los Angeles. The 
weather service urged the 
public to take proper pre- 
cautions when working or 
playing outdoors. ans 


Floods, 
landslides kill 
16 in Bosnia 


Rescue teams on Saturday 
searched for those still 
missing after flash floods 
and landslides hit parts of 
Bosnia, killing at least 16 
people and injuring scores 
more. Construction ma- 
chines worked to remove 
piles of rocks and debris 
covering Jablanica after the 
rainstorm. 

Huge quantities of rain 
fell in the area around 
Jablanica and nearby Konjic, 
causing sudden floods that 
broke into people’s homes 
as they were sleeping. Surg- 
ing waters also triggered 
landslides that collapsed 
roads and hills, covering 
villages in mud and cutting 
off entire areas. ap 


Ukrainian forces down 
Russian warplane 


KYIV 

Ukrainian forces said they 
shot down a Russian fighter 
plane on Saturday while 
Russia claimed it made 
gains in Ukraine’s east. 

The Russian bomber was 
shot down near the city of 
Kostiantynivka in the 
Donetsk province, head of 
the Kostiantynivka Military 
Administration Serhiy Hor- 
bunov was quoted as saying 
by Ukraine’s public broad- 
caster, Suspilne. 

Photos showed charred 
remains of an aircraft after it 
landed on a house that 
caught fire. Also in the par- 
tially occupied Donetsk 
province, Russia’s Defense 
Ministry claimed Saturday 


that it had taken control of 
the village of Zhelanne 
Druhe. If confirmed, the 
capture would come three 
days after Ukrainian forces 
said they were withdrawing 
from the front-line town of 
Vuhledar, some 33 km from 
Zhelanne Druhe, following a 
hard-fought two-year de- 
fense. Although unlikely to 
change the course of the 
war, the loss of Vuhledar is 
indicative of Kyiv’s worsen- 
ing position, in part the re- 
sult of Washington’s refusal 
to grant Ukraine permission 
to strike targets deep inside 
Russian territory and pre- 
venting Kyiv from degrad- 
ing Moscow’s capabilities. 
Zelenskyy will present his 
victory plan to allies 


Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said 
Saturday that he will pres- 
ent his “victory plan” at the 
Oct. 12 meeting of the Ram- 
stein group of nations that 
supplies arms to 
Ukraine.“We will present 
the victory plan — clear, 
concrete steps towards a 
just end to the war. The de- 
termination of our partners 
and the strengthening of 
Ukraine are what can stop 
Russian aggression,” he 
wrote on X, adding that the 
25th Ramstein meeting 
would be the first to take 
place at the leaders’ 
level.Zelenskyy presented 
his plan to US President Joe 
Biden in Washington last 
week. ap 


US, South Korea 
hold joint drills 


SEOUL 


Two US B-IB heavy 
bombers conducted a joint 
drill with the South Korean 
Air Force on Armed Forces 
Day, before one of them 
participated in a national 
ceremony, the US Indo-Pa- 
cific Command said on Sat- 
urday. 

Ina show of force, a US B- 
1B bomber flew over Seoul 
Air Base in Seongnam, just 
south of the capital, along- 
side two F-15K jets during 
the ceremony marking 
Armed Forces Day, demon- 
strating the US security 
commitment to South 
Korea, Yonhap news 
agency reported. According 
to the US Indo-Pacific Com- 


mand, two US_ B-IB 
bombers conducted a simu- 
lated close air support exer- 
cise with two F-15K jets 
from the South Korean Air 
Force at the Pilsung Range 
in Gangwon Province on 
the morning of October 1, 
before one of the bombers 
and the jets flew to Seong- 
nam for the ceremony. 

It marked the first time in 
four months that a B-IB 
bomber visited South Korea 
following a joint exercise 
conducted on June 5. The 
Indo-Pacific Command said 
the exercise helped main- 
tain the defence posture of 
both nations’ air forces by 
enhancing joint operability 
between US bombers and 
Korean fighter jets. ins 
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ABUJA (NIGERIA) 


Cholera kills 
359 so far 


V 


An outbreak of cholera 
has killed at least 359 
people in 33 Nigerian 
states including the 
state of Lagos between 
January and September 
this year. In an update 
on the cholera out- 
break in Nigeria in the 
capital city Abuja on 
Friday, the Nigeria Cen- 
ter for Disease Control 
and Prevention (NCDC) 
confirmed a surge in 
the number of sus- 
pected cases, which 
has risen to 10,837 this 
year. IANS 


KINSHASA 


Mpox 
vaccination 
ava 


The Democratic 
Republic of the Congo 
(DRC) will launch its 
first phase of the 
vaccination campaign 
on Saturday, DRC 
Health Minister Roger 
Kamba announced. The 
vaccination, initially 
scheduled for Wednes- 
day, will start from 
Goma, the capital of 
North Kivu Province, 
where the most sexu- 
ally transmissible clade 
2b of the virus is ram- 
pant, reports Xinhua 
news agency. ians 


ABUJA 


Boat mishap: 
Toll rises to 42 
Bra 


The death toll of a boat 
accident earlier this 
week in Niger State in 
central Nigeria has 
risen to 42, a local offi- 
cial reported. Accord- 
ing to the official, more 
bodies were recovered 
on Friday morning. Ab- 
dullahi Baba-Arah, 
head of the State Emer- 
gency Management 
Agency, told reporters 
that at least 17 more 
bodies had been recov- 
ered since Thursday, 
six of them found early 
on Friday. ians 


WORLD 


News from 


Israel bombards 


coos beirut suburbs 


Thousands flee widening war; 2 Hamas officials killed in strikes 


Smoke rises after an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh of Lebanon on Saturday. — Photo: AP 


Bibi trying to influence US polls? 


AP 
LEBANON 


Israel expanded its bombardment 
in Lebanon on Saturday, hitting 
Beirut’s southern suburbs with a 
dozen airstrikes and striking a 
Palestinian refugee camp deep in 
the north for the first time as it 
targeted both Hezbollah and 


Hamas fighters. 
Thousands 


tant group said. 


Hamas later said another mili- 
tary wing member was killed in 
an Israeli strike in Lebanon’s east- 
ern Bekaa Valley. Israel’s military 
said it killed two senior officials 


of people 
Lebanon, including Palestinian 
refugees, continued to flee the 
widening conflict in the region, 
while rallies were held around the 
world marking the approaching 
anniversary of the start of the war 
in Gaza. Israel’s attack on the Bed- 
dawi camp near Lebanon’s north- 
ern city of Tripoli killed an official 
with Hamas’ military wing along 
with his wife and two young 
daughters, the Palestinian mili- 


for Prime Minister Ben- 


he did not know whether 
the Israeli leader was 
holding up a Mideast 
peace deal in order to in- 
in fluence the outcome of 
the 2024 US presidential 
election. “No administra- 
tion has helped Israel 
more than | have, none. 
None, none. And | think 
Bibi should remember 


the Israeli leader by his 
nickname. 


ing to influence the elec- 
tion, | do not know but | 


am not counting on that.” 


Biden, in a rare appear- 
ance in the White House 
press briefing room, was 


made by one of his allies, 


with Hamas’ military wing in 
Lebanon, where fighting has esca- 


lated in recent weeks. Israel has 
killed several Hamas officials 
there since the Israel-Hamas war 


began, in addition to most of the 


top leadership of the Lebanon- 


based Hezbollah. 


At least 1,400 Lebanese, also in- 
cluding civilians and paramedics, 
have been killed and 1.2 million 
were driven from homes in less 
than two weeks. Plumes of smoke 
dominated the skyline over 
Beirut’s densely populated south- 
ern suburbs, where Hezbollah has 
a strong presence. Israel says it is 
targeting Hezbollah commanders 
and military equipment and aims 
to drive the militant group away 


from shared borders. 


The Iranian-backed Hezbollah, 
the strongest armed force in 
Lebanon, began firing rockets 
into Israel almost immediately 
after Hamas’ Oct. 7 attack, calling 
it a show of support for the Pales- 
tinians. Hezbollah and Israel’s 
military have traded fire almost 
daily. Last week, Israel launched 
what it called a limited ground 
operation into southern Lebanon 
after a series of attacks killed 
longtime Hezbollah leader Has- 


san Nasrallah and others. 


SEOUL 


Busan on Thursday . 


WASHINGTON: President 
Joe Biden had terse words 


jamin Netanyahu and said 


that,” he said, referring to 


“And whether he is try- 


responding to comments 


A South Korean military 
aircraft brought 96 nation- 
als home from Lebanon 
on Saturday, the country’s 
Foreign Ministry said, in 
its first evacuation opera- 
tion amid escalating ten- 
sions in the region. The 
KC-330 military transport 
plane landed at Seoul Air 
Base in Seongnam, just 
south of Seoul, at around 
12:50 pm. (local time), the 
Ministry said. The mili- 
tary jet departed from 
Beirut on Friday after- 
noon after arriving earlier 
that day. It took off from 
the southeastern city of 


One Lebanese national, 
a family member of a 
South Korean citizen, was 
also on board, officials 
said, with over 30 per 
cent of those evacuated 
being minors. The evacu- 


Senator Chris Murphy, D- 
Conn., who told CNN this 
week that he was con- 
cerned Netanyahu had lit- 
tle interest in a peace deal 
in part because of US poli- 
tics. 

“1 do not think you have 
to be a hopeless cynic to 
read some of Israel’s ac- 
tions, some of Prime Min- 
ister Netanyahu’s actions, 
as connected to the 
American election,” Mur- 
phy said. Biden and Ne- 
tanyahu have long man- 
aged a complicated 
relationship, but they are 
running out of space to 
manoeuvre as their views 
on the Gaza war diverge 
and their political futures 
hang in the balance. 

For Biden, a diplomatic 
deal would help resolve a 
deep divide among De- 
mocrats over the war and 


ation plan was imple- 
mented as hostilities be- 
tween Israel and the 
Hezbollah militant group 
continued to escalate, 
making it increasingly 
difficult for foreign na- 
tionals in the Middle East 
to leave on commercial 
flights. 


shore up support for Vice 
President Kamala Harris, 
making one fewer global 
conflict for her to manage 
should she win next 
month. Netanyahu has his 
own political concerns 
closer to home: His far- 
right coalition would 
abandon him if he stopped 
the war, and he could lose 
power and have to face 
his own legal problems. 
Biden said there had 
been no decision yet on 
what type of response 
there would be toward 
Iran, though “I think if | 
were in their shoes, | 
would be thinking about 
other alternatives than 
striking oil fields.” He 
pushed back against the 
idea that he was seeking a 
meeting with Netanyahu 
to discuss the response to 
Iran. He is not, he said.” ar 


UK, S Korea fly out its citizens 


South Korean nationals and their family members arrive after 
being evacuated from Lebanon in Seongnam. — Photo: AP 


UK confirms final flight 
The UK government on 
Saturday confirmed its 
final charter plane to fly 
British nationals out of 
Lebanon as the conflict be- 
tween Hezbollah and Is- 
rael intensifies and ten- 
sions in the region 
escalate. 


Pak Army on its toes 
ahead of SCO Summit 


Officially takes over security of Islamabad 


ISLAMABAD 


Amid the fast-changing se- 
curity situation on the 
ground in Islamabad with 
violent protests, clashes, 
arrests, cellular services 
and internet blockades; the 
government of Pakistan has 
decided to hand over the 
security of the capital to 
the Pakistan Army units of- 
ficially. 

Pakistan’s capital Islam- 
abad and its twin city 
Rawalpindi, along with the 
connecting route between 
Punjab province, Federal 
Capital Islamabad and the 
Khyber Pukhtunkhwa (KP) 
province, have become bat- 
tlefields between support- 
ers of PTI and the security 
forces throughout Friday 
and is expected to continue 
through the weekend as 
well. 

With the SCO (Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization) 
summit scheduled to be 
held in Islamabad on Octo- 
ber 15-16 coupled with the 
fast aggravating security 
situation on the ground 
with fierce clashes being re- 
ported amid PTT’s call for 
protest at D-Chowk in Is- 
lamabad on October 4, the 
Federal Ministry of Interior 
has ordered handing over 
the security of the capital to 
the Pakistan Army. 

The orders have been is- 
sued under Article 245 of 
the Constitution, which 
states “The Armed Forces 
shall, under the directions 
of the Federal Government, 
defend Pakistan against ex- 
ternal aggression or threat 
of war, and, subject to law, 
act in aid to civil power 
when called upon to do so”. 
After directives from the 
ministry, army units have 
taken over security duties 
in Islamabad — a move by 
the government to main- 


Police officers fire tear gas to disperse supporters of PTI chief 
Imran Khan during a protest in Islamabad. — Photo: AP 


PTI asks Jaishankar to ‘join’ 
protest against government 


ISLAMABAD: A leader of 
jailed former premier 
Imran Khan’s Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf has in- 
vited External Affairs Min- 
ister S Jaishankar to “join” 
the party in its protest in 
Islamabad against the 
country’s government. 
Jaishankar will attend the 
Shanghai Cooperation Or- 
ganisation’s Council of 
Heads of Government 
meeting in Pakistan on 
October 15 and 16. 
Advisor to Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minis- 
ter on Information, 
Muhammad Ali Saif, while 
speaking on a Geo News 
programme on Friday, in- 
vited Jaishankar to partic- 
ipate in the protest by the 
PTI. “PTI will invite Jais- 
hankar, Indian External 
Affairs Minister, to come 


tain law and order amid es- 
calating PTI protests in the 
capital. 

Official sources con- 
firmed that the capital has 
been handed over to the 


and join PTI’s protest and 
speak to our people and 
see that Pakistan is a 
strong democracy where 
everyone has a right to 
protest,” Saif said in re- 
sponse to a question. Saif 
also said the foreign dele- 
gations would be happy to 
see the party protest. 

The PTI has been stag- 
ing protests, claiming that 
the government should 
adhere to the constitution 
and pressing for the judi- 
ciary’s independence. It is 
also demanding the re- 
lease of its 72-year-old 
founder Khan who has 
been kept in jail for more 
than a year. Khan has 
been in jail since his arrest 
on August 5, 2023. Facing 
dozens of cases, he has 
been convicted in a few of 
them. er: 


armed forces from October 
A till October 17. The role of 
the armed forces includes 
patrolling at key locations 
to safeguard citizens and 
public property. ians 


6 soldiers, 6 terrorists 
killed in Pakistan 


PESHAWAR 


Six soldiers, including an of- 
ficer, and as many terrorists 
were killed in a gunfight in 
Pakistan’s restive Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa province, the 
military said on Saturday. In 
a statement, the military’s 
media wing Inter-Services 
Public Relations (ISPR) said 
the exchange of fire took 
place on the night between 
October 4-5 at Spinwam 
area in North Waziristan 
district, bordering 
Afghanistan, during which 
six soldiers, including a 
Lieutenant Colonel, and 
“six Khwarij” were killed. 
During the “intense fire 
exchange”, 43-year-old 
Lieutenant Colonel 
Muhammad Ali Shoukat, 
who was leading the opera- 
tion against the terrorists, 
was killed along with five 
other soldiers, the state- 
ment said. Meanwhile, the 
banned Tehreek-e-Taliban 
Pakistan (TTP) has claimed 


responsibility for the attack. 
The TTP was set up as an 
umbrella group of several 
militant outfits in 2007. Pak- 
istan has officially declared 
TTP as ‘Fitna al-Khawarij’ 
and the notification by the 
Interior Ministry empha- 
sises the use of the term 
‘khariji’ along with the 
names of such terrorists. 
The Pakistani govern- 
ment has repeatedly ac- 
cused the TTP of operating 
from sanctuaries in 
Afghanistan, a claim denied 
by the Afghan Taliban. 
There has been an uptick in 
the incidents of terrorism in 
Pakistan since the Taliban 
took over the government 
in Kabul in 2021, dashing 
hopes in Islamabad that a 
friendly government in 
Afghanistan would help to 
tackle militancy. Relations 
between the two countries 
have lately become 
strained, largely because of 
the TTP but also due to fre- 
quent border skirmishes. Pt: 


70 killed in 
Haiti gang 
attack: UN 


GENEVA 


At least 70 people, includ- 
ing 10 women and three in- 
fants, were killed in a se- 
ries of gang attacks in 
Haiti, according to the 
United Nations (UN) 
Human Rights Office. The 
UN human rights body ex- 
pressed its horror over the 
attacks in a statement pub- 
lished on Friday, as re- 
ported by Xinhua news 


agency. 
UN spokesperson 
Thameen Al-Kheetan 


noted that members of the 
gang Gran Grif used auto- 
matic rifles to fire on civil- 
ians, resulting in wide- 
spread casualties and 
forcing many residents to 
flee. The attack in the town 
of Pont Sonde, Haiti’s Art- 
ibonite department, also 
left at least 16 people seri- 
ously injured, including 
two gang members who 
were wounded during an 
exchange of fire with Hait- 
ian police. ians 


Heatwave breaks 
records across US 


LOS ANGELES 


An exceptional late-season 
heat wave is scorching parts 
of US regions with record- 
breaking temperatures ex- 
pected to last into the week- 
end. “More than 70 record 
high temperatures are set to 
fall — mainly in the south- 
western US — through the 
weekend,” said the US Na- 
tional Weather Service 
(NWS) on Friday. 

The heatwave continues 
over parts of California and 
the Desert Southwest, Xin- 
hua news agency reported, 
quoting NWS. Forecasters 
said the sweltering late-sea- 
son heat wave will bring 
moderate to extreme heat 
risks across portions of the 


Weather service 
urges public to 
take proper 
precautions when 
working or playing 
outdoors 


US. About 39 million peo- 
ple in the region were 
under heat alerts earlier 
this week. 

NWS extended excessive 
heat alerts for areas near 
major cities, including Las 
Vegas, Phoenix, San Fran- 
cisco, and Los Angeles. The 
weather service urged the 
public to take proper pre- 
cautions when working or 
playing outdoors. ans 


Floods, 
landslides kill 
16 in Bosnia 


Rescue teams on Saturday 
searched for those still 
missing after flash floods 
and landslides hit parts of 
Bosnia, killing at least 16 
people and injuring scores 
more. Construction ma- 
chines worked to remove 
piles of rocks and debris 
covering Jablanica after the 
rainstorm. 

Huge quantities of rain 
fell in the area around 
Jablanica and nearby Konjic, 
causing sudden floods that 
broke into people’s homes 
as they were sleeping. Surg- 
ing waters also triggered 
landslides that collapsed 
roads and hills, covering 
villages in mud and cutting 
off entire areas. ap 


Ukrainian forces down 
Russian warplane 


KYIV 

Ukrainian forces said they 
shot down a Russian fighter 
plane on Saturday while 
Russia claimed it made 
gains in Ukraine’s east. 

The Russian bomber was 
shot down near the city of 
Kostiantynivka in the 
Donetsk province, head of 
the Kostiantynivka Military 
Administration Serhiy Hor- 
bunov was quoted as saying 
by Ukraine’s public broad- 
caster, Suspilne. 

Photos showed charred 
remains of an aircraft after it 
landed on a house that 
caught fire. Also in the par- 
tially occupied Donetsk 
province, Russia’s Defense 
Ministry claimed Saturday 


that it had taken control of 
the village of Zhelanne 
Druhe. If confirmed, the 
capture would come three 
days after Ukrainian forces 
said they were withdrawing 
from the front-line town of 
Vuhledar, some 33 km from 
Zhelanne Druhe, following a 
hard-fought two-year de- 
fense. Although unlikely to 
change the course of the 
war, the loss of Vuhledar is 
indicative of Kyiv’s worsen- 
ing position, in part the re- 
sult of Washington’s refusal 
to grant Ukraine permission 
to strike targets deep inside 
Russian territory and pre- 
venting Kyiv from degrad- 
ing Moscow’s capabilities. 
Zelenskyy will present his 
victory plan to allies 


Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said 
Saturday that he will pres- 
ent his “victory plan” at the 
Oct. 12 meeting of the Ram- 
stein group of nations that 
supplies arms to 
Ukraine.“We will present 
the victory plan — clear, 
concrete steps towards a 
just end to the war. The de- 
termination of our partners 
and the strengthening of 
Ukraine are what can stop 
Russian aggression,” he 
wrote on X, adding that the 
25th Ramstein meeting 
would be the first to take 
place at the leaders’ 
level.Zelenskyy presented 
his plan to US President Joe 
Biden in Washington last 
week. ap 


US, South Korea 
hold joint drills 


SEOUL 


Two US B-IB heavy 
bombers conducted a joint 
drill with the South Korean 
Air Force on Armed Forces 
Day, before one of them 
participated in a national 
ceremony, the US Indo-Pa- 
cific Command said on Sat- 
urday. 

Ina show of force, a US B- 
1B bomber flew over Seoul 
Air Base in Seongnam, just 
south of the capital, along- 
side two F-15K jets during 
the ceremony marking 
Armed Forces Day, demon- 
strating the US security 
commitment to South 
Korea, Yonhap news 
agency reported. According 
to the US Indo-Pacific Com- 


mand, two US_ B-IB 
bombers conducted a simu- 
lated close air support exer- 
cise with two F-15K jets 
from the South Korean Air 
Force at the Pilsung Range 
in Gangwon Province on 
the morning of October 1, 
before one of the bombers 
and the jets flew to Seong- 
nam for the ceremony. 

It marked the first time in 
four months that a B-IB 
bomber visited South Korea 
following a joint exercise 
conducted on June 5. The 
Indo-Pacific Command said 
the exercise helped main- 
tain the defence posture of 
both nations’ air forces by 
enhancing joint operability 
between US bombers and 
Korean fighter jets. ins 
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ISL: JFC beat 
East Bengal 
2-0 at home 
V 


Jamshedpur FC edged 
past East Bengal FC 2-0 
in the Indian Super 
League (ISL) 2024-25 
at the JRD Tata Sports 
Complex on Saturday. 
Rei Tachikawa scored 
in the first half to give 
Khalid Jamil’s side the 
lead. In the second half, 
an own goal from 
Lalchungnunga sealed 
the deal for the Men of 
Steel. Jamshedpur FC 
will next play Hyder- 
abad FC on October 21. 


KOLKATA 


Mohan 
Bagan thrash 
MSC in derby 
V 


Mohun Bagan com- 
pletely crushed Mo- 
hammed Sporting rid- 
ing on three first-half 
strikes from Jamie Ma- 
claren, Subhasish Bose 
and Greg Stewart in 
the less fancied 
‘Kolkata Derby' here on 
Saturday. The Mariners 
struck first through 
their Australian for- 
ward Maclaren in the 
eighth minute. Mohun 
Bagan's next face East 
Bengal on October 19. 


VISAKHAPATNAM 
Cheema 
prevails in 
playoff 

V 


Angad Cheema was re- 
warded for his consis- 
tency as he held his 
nerve to triumph ina 
thrilling playoff against 
Aman Raj of Patna to 
end his 11-year wait for 
a second PGT! title at 
the Rs 1crore Vizag 
Open on Saturday. 
Cheema (69-61-70-68) 
struck a three-under 
68 in the final round to 
end with a tournament 
total of 16-under 268. 


Horoscope 
Aries (March 21-April 20) 
Celestial influences 
7) cere involvement in 
group activity or in 
this week. If you are 
working on a project with short- 
crete results on the endeavours. 
There may be offers pouring in for 
viduals. Short-distance travels for 
professional purposes are good. 
TAURUS 
(April 21-May 21) 
tinues to gain 
strength and influ- 
zone, you may be at 
loggerheads with son 
worried that your children are not 
giving you enough respect in han- 
also continues to tenant debilita- 
tion zone, you will look very stub- 
sure to change decisions. 
GEMINI 
Combust Mer- 
4) cury’s intimacy 
Node in your first 
trine may force you 
thought process this week. 
Your experience will tell you 
lant in your dealings with offi- 
cials or organisations. You may 
ing more love and affection on 
loved ones. Fears of being ex- 


ARIES 
may seek your sin- 
Se 
short-term initiatives 
term objectives, you will get con- 
you from new organisations or indi- 
New people may try to join you. 
As retrograde Saturn con- 
ence children’s 
or daughter this week. You may be 
dling domestic matters. As Sun 
born but you may be under pres- 
(May 22- June 21) 
with Southern 
to opt for more clarity in 
that you need to be more vigi- 
also feel that you are shower- 
ploited may haunt you. 


News from 


SPORT 


Mumbai lift 
Irani Cup 
after 27 years 


Seal 15th title win over ROI; Kotian hits century 
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Gauff storms into China Open final 


Scores comeback victory over Paula Badosa in semifinal 


BEIJING 


Coco Gauff rallied from a set 
down for the third consecu- 
tive match as she beat Paula 
Badosa 4-6, 6-4, 6-2 on Sat- 
urday to advance to the final 
of the China Open. 

The sixth-ranked Gauff 
will play either Olympic 
gold medalist Zheng Qin- 
wen or Karolina Muchova of 
the Czech Republic in Sun- 
day’s final seeking her sec- 
ond WTA-1000 level title. 
Gauff has a7-1 record in tour 
finals. The 20-year-old 
American has made a habit 
of slow starts in Beijing this 
week and the script played 
out again as the No. 19- 
ranked Badosa took a tight 
opening set in 59 minutes, 
saving 10 of 11 break points. 

The Spaniard then built a 
3-1 lead in the second set be- 
fore the 2023 U.S. Open 
champion shifted the mo- 
mentum by saving four 
break points and then break- 
ing back to level at 4-4. Gauff 
then held for 5-4 and broke 
Badosa again to force a de- 
ciding set. 


United States’ Coco Gauff celebrates after defeating Spain’s 
Paula Badosa in the semifinal of the China Open. —Photo: AP 


“T felt like I was playing 
the right way the whole 
time, just a couple of un- 
forced errors, she was play- 
ing well too,” Gauff said in 
her on-court interview. 
With all the momentum, 
Gauff then broke Badosa 
three more times — for the 
loss of one of her own — as 
she clinched the match in 2 


hours, 20 minutes. 

Gauff had also lost the 
first set to Naomi Osaka in 
the fourth round before win- 
ning by walkover as the 
four-time major winner re- 
tired with a back injury at 
one set-all. In the quarterfi- 
nals, Gauff trailed the No. 
115-ranked Yuliia Starodubt- 
seva before rallying to win 


in three. Shanghai Masters 
Carlos Alcaraz and top- 
ranked Jannik Sinner 
showed no signs of fatigue 
from their China Open final 
earlier this week to advance 
with comfortable straight- 
set victories in their opening 
matches. 

The second-ranked Al- 
caraz, who beat the Italian in 
Beijing on Wednesday for 
his fourth title of the year, 
recorded his 10th consecu- 
tive win with a 6-2, 6-2 result 
against 19-year-old Shang 
Juncheng of China. The 21- 
year-old Spaniard won the 
first nine points of the match 
and four of seven break 
points as he rushed into a 
third-round meeting with 
another Chinese player, Wu 
Yibing. 

Sinner, who is dealing 
with an ongoing doping 
case, had a comfortable 6-1, 
6-4 outing against Taro 
Daniel of Japan for his 250th 
career win. The Italian, who 
won the U.S Open last 
month for his second major 
of the year, fired 12 aces and 
38 winners. ae 


Members of Mumbai squad celebrate their Irani Cup win in Lucknow on Saturday. 


PTI 
LUCKNOW 


Tanush Kotian’s gritty un- 
beaten hundred laced Mum- 
bai’s 15th Irani Cup victory 
which was sealed by virtue 
of their first innings lead 
over Rest Of India on the 
fifth and final day here on 
Saturday. 

Mumbai’s last Irani Cup 
victory came 27 years ago 
during the 1997-98 season 
and since then the domestic 
powerhouse appeared in 
eight more finals without 
success and the last of 
which was in the 2015-16 
season. Mumbai, who 
started the final day from 
overnight 153 for six, de- 
clared their second innings 
at 329 for eight for an over- 
all lead of 450 runs. 

Kotian, who scored 64 in 
the first innings and re- 
sumed his innings on 20, re- 
mained not out on 114 off 150 
balls, hitting 10 fours and a 
six. Knowing the futility of 
chasing 45] in little over a 
session, the Rest of India 
skipper Ruturaj Gaikwad 
shook hands with his oppo- 
site number Ajinkya Ra- 
hane, signalling the draw 
and victory for Mumbai, the 


CANCER 
(June 22- July 22) 
As Saturn continues 
to control affairs 
Seo), inthe fortune 
7-S~ zone, you will be 
plush with funds as 
arrival of money is indicated from 
multiple sources this week. If 


your earning daughter is away on 
a foreign soil, you will receive 
funds from her. Your friends may 
also repay hand loans obtained 
from you. Pending service arrears 
are likely to be realised. Your sav- 
ings graph may go up. 

LEO 

(uly 23-Aug. 23) 

With Mars in dis- 
comforts zone, you 
may fear you are 
under squeeze this 

week. Presence of 
Venus in Scorpio may reverse your 
fortunes for the week ahead. If 
your organisation is dominated by 
women, it would be better for you 
to play safe. If you restrain your- 
self, you may end the week in per- 
fect peace. Ensure that members 
of the fair sex are not present in 
interactions. 
VIRGO 
(Aug. 24-Sept. 23) 
As combust Mer- 
~~. cury continues 
/ | journey in the 
4 company of Sun 
and Southern Node 
in Libra this week, you will be- 
come more flexible and adapt- 
able. Your urge to meet people 
of authority and befriend them 
will get a big boost. You don’t 
feel shy of others’ unwillingness 
to entertain you. You will look 
more determined to make new 
friends. You may receive long- 
distance guests. 


Win by virtue of 
their first innings 
lead over Rest Of 
India; Sarfaraz Khan 
adjudged player of 
the match 


defending Ranji Trophy 
champions, at the same 
time. 

Kotian, who showed re- 
markable maturity to steer 
Mumbai innings after the 
early departure of Sarfaraz 
Khan (17) and _ Shardul 
Thakur (2), received good 
support from No. 10 Mohit 
Avasthi. Mumbai were 171 
for seven at that stage. 
Avasthi remained unbeaten 
on 51 off 93 balls, striking 
four fours and a six, and 
helped Kotian to add valu- 
able 158 runs for the ninth 
wicket. 

Off-spinner Saransh Jain 
took six wickets (6/121) but 
his efforts could only delay 
the inevitable. Mumbai 
skipper Rahane was under- 
standably delighted. “Win- 
ning the trophy after 27 
years feel amazing. It was a 
red-soil wicket. I will like to 
pick Tanush Kotian for his 


LIBRA 
(Sept. 24-Oct. 23) 
~» _ The week ahead 
——y~ continues to be 
es a fiery and your so- 
cial image may 
take a beating. At 
home and on the work front, you 
may be confronted with a 
plethora of challenges. You are 
bound to feel the crux of the heat 
generated by mounting problems 
and you have to work on cooling 
methods. If you’re heading an or- 
ganisation, people working under 
you may criticise your methods. 


SCORPIO 
(Oct. 24-Nov. 22) 


With Mercury still 
( moving in com- 
-2~e~  bustion, you may 
fi y 
‘Ss face obstacles on 
career front this 
week. Without hesitation, go for 
a review of your present status 
and future prospects. If adverse 
circumstances in the job market 
turned you into a victim of job 
loss, your problems may mount 
further. But, don’t lose hope as 
you are bound to find things im- 
proving at some other place. 


SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 23-Dec. 21) 
As retrograde Sat- 
, urn continues to 
‘ influence ruling 
quarters, you 
would not be ready 
to herald elders’ dominating 
stance. Your attitude this week 
will be rebellious while your ac- 
tions may give scope for ques- 
tioning. However, you will re- 
main averse to others tendering 
you some advice on the art of 
living. Family members display- 
ing big brother role is some- 
thing you dislike. 


performances in the previ- 
ous season and this match. 

“The Ranji Trophy and 
Irani Cup belong to every- 
one - from the maidan 
cricketers to everyone play- 
ing cricket in Mumbai.” Sar- 
faraz was adjudged player of 
the match for his double 
hundred in Mumbai’s first 
innings. “I follow’ the 
process well and came into 
the tournament with prac- 
tice. You build up experi- 
ence by playing in different 
grounds. You get a knowl- 
edge on how to play on dif- 
ferent pitches. 

“T have a lot to learn by 
being around the Test team 
and can improve every facet 
of my game,” said Sarfaraz. 
Mumbai Cricket Associa- 
tion president Ajinkya 
Nayak lauded the team for 
the win. “Congratulations to 
the Mumbai Team for 
clinching the Irani Cup! 
Once again, Mumbai 
demonstrated an outstand- 
ing example of grit and de- 
termination,” said Nayak. 
BRIEF SCORES: Mumbai: 
537 & 329/8 decl in 78 overs 
(Tanush Kotian 114 no, Mohit 
Avasthi 51 no, Prithvi Shaw 
76; Saransh Jain 6/121) drew 
Rest of India 416. 
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® CAPRICORN 


(Dec. 22-Jan. 20) 

With Sun moving in 
inimical regions of 
the natural zodiac, 
things may be 

highly unfavourable 

to you this week. Your confi- 
dence in decision-making abili- 
ties may reach lowest ebb and 


you may look for confidence 
boosters. Some of the people 
who you deal with in your sphere 
of activity may try to take advan- 
tage of your low profile and in- 
terfere in your affairs. 
AQUARIUS 
(Jan. 21-Feb. 19) 
With Jupiter now 
j yo telaxing in Gemini 
‘Gh under the influ- 
DZ ence of Saturn, you 
may turn an explorer 
of knowledge this week. You will 
be guided by a deep thirst to 
know more about the activity you 
are related to. You will be smart 
enough to probe in detail issues 
that help you look at life in a new 
angle. Your analytical probe may 
leave you with a message that 
there is lot more to know. 
PISCES 
(Feb. 20-March 20) 
As retrograde Sat- 
urn continues to 
‘E,. ) influence your 
ruling quarters, 
your options for im- 
proving social relations will 
widen abundantly. Intellectuals, 
officials, women and also 
crooked-minded people may 
form part of social contacts later 
this week. But you may have in- 
teractions with people in power 
corridors. You may give new 
definition to social relations. 
Your targets will be clear. 


EPL: Liverpool 


hencPaseery sree Venkateshwara triumph 


SPORTS BUREAU Ss = jews 
Hyderabad” - 
LONDON ) 
Sree Venkateshwara Col- 
lege emerged as winners of 
the Osmania University 
Inter College Badminton 
Championship at Chaitanya 
Bharathi Institute of Tech- 
nology, Gandipet, Hyder- 
abad, on Friday. 

In the final, they edged 
past Bhavan’s Vivekananda 
College, Sanikpuri 2-1. P 
Saahas Kumar set the tone 
with a victory in the singles 
match and later teamed up 
with Manash in the doubles 
defeat Ravi and 
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Liverpool extended its lead 
at the top of the Premier 
League with a 1-0 win at 
Crystal Palace on Saturday. 

Diogo Jota's  ninth- 
minute goal saw the 
Merseyside club move four 
points clear of second- 
place Manchester City, 
which was playing Fulham 
later in the day. But it was- 
n't all good news for Liver- 
pool manager Arne Slot 
after goalkeeper Alisson 
sustained an injury. ap to 


Medal winners of Sree Venkateshwara College. 


lege, Sanikpuri 2-1; Top 3 
finishes: 1.. Sree Venkatesh- 
wara College, 2. Bhavan’s 
Vivekananda College, 3.. 
Loyala Academy, Old Alwal. 


Bhawyanth, sealing the title 
for their college. 

RESULTS: Final: Sree 
Venkateshwara College bt 
Bhavan’s Vivekananda Col- 


Hindi Mahavidyalaya win fencing title 


1. Bobby Reddy (KVM College 
of Physical Education, 
Vikarabad), 2. A Siresha (KVM 
College of Physical Education, 
Vikarabad), 3. G Sreeja (Telan- 
gana Social Welfare Residental 
Degree College, Ibrahimpat- 
nam); Overall winners: 1. Hindi 
Mahavidyala College, Vidyana- 
gar, 2.KVM College of Physical 
Education, Vikarabad, 3. Haji 
Ghouse Peeran Memorial Col- 
lege of Physical Education. 


SPORTS BUREAU = = a : = 
Hyderabad 2 


Hosts Hindi Mahavidyalaya, 
Vidyanagar, Hyderabad, 
clinched the overall champi- 
onship title at the Osmania 
University Inter-College 
Fencing Championship on 
Saturday. 

RESULTS: Women’s: Epee: 1. 
Shaik Nazia (Hindi Ma- 
havidyala College), 2. M Na- 


Members of the victorious Hindi Mahavidyala on Saturday. 
R Nikitha (Hindi Mahavidyala 


College), 3. Roshni Singh 
(Nizam College); Sabre Event: 


harika (IIMC), 3. Rishitha (Hindi 
Mahavidyala College); Foil 
Event: 1. G Shiresha (HPGM), 2. 
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CALVIN & HOBBES 
i NEAM, T DOUBT YOUR PARENTS 
2 FAAGURED You'D WRECK THEIR. 
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= THIS FHIL DONAHUE 
BIOGRAFHY IS 
FASCINATING. 


I SAIG ARE YOU 
OKAY? NOU LOOK LIKE ] 
YOU JUST SAWA A 
GHOS 


7 EXCUSE ME, ‘ 
CAN L USE THIS 
— CHAIR? 4 


LIPZFAVES ARE 
FLAN CGROUNERS PA 
PPE L!URGAIMATAONM. 
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FLASH GORDON 


‘THE LAST THING FLASH AND DALE KNEW, 
THEY WERE FALLING THROUGH A COLD 
VOID BETWEEN TIME AND SPACE. 


BROTHER, 
TURNS OUT. 


: CALL ME 
LOOKS LIKE! RENO. 


ERGON! NEARLY FORGOT [|_| 
WHAT A FRIENDLY FACE 4 


SEEM AS 


NOW THEY WAKE IN A SURPRISED 


TOO-DRY ROOM FILLED 
WITH THE SCENT OF 
INDUSTRIAL ANTISEPTIC. 


SEPTIC. eZ) 
Lo 0008 or ews 


AND YOUR 
SISTER -- RENA, 
RIGHT? 
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